
Z E R 0 BE AT 

Vol. 11 No. 3 Hampden County Radio Assn., Inc. February, 1958 

Edi tors Tort Shea. , 1,".rJ_ '-:.'YO 
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Yes , . that's right, we took the B'artford club in the January 4-
5 VHF Swe e pstakes contest. This means that we keep the GAVEL for 
ever and ever. Al' ter a 5 year battle we . ended up winning 3 tLnes to 
their 2. . · 

. . 9ur claimed score ls 213,940 while the latest from the Hartford 
club indica~es their score. i.s approximately, 165,000. Our score 
should at . least hold us in 4th place in the · national . standing with 

. a chance for, 3rd or even 2nd place. · · · 
We had 78 members take part, which I think is an outst,:i.nding 

achievement ?or the club~ 13 of the mem.b c:rs a lso went portable, 
ma king a total of 91 contest scores. 't'he Hartford club haG. onl:,· 37 

. of their members parti.cipa ting, al though. many of thes e. went portable • 
. I ,,.·ant to congratulate every one that took part, a nd a lso the 

other mem~ers that , c_ould not ope rate but lent moral supper t to the 
team. -It was surely a .team 8uccess with eve r y one doing a grand job. 

The following members-will b e presented with club ·certificates 
a.t ·':;he March me.eting f.or having a chie ved ·the 'highest score in the 
various ca tego.ries ~ (Cha.irnien excluded.) .. 
Highest club score w.l'MNG, Art _Zaverella 9984 points 
Highest Technician score . w1gyo, Tom · Shes 4279. points 
Highest Novice score KN1czy, Allen Remsey 2996 points · 
Highest portable score WlGYM/1 Leonard Cormier 35.56 points · 

Honorable ·mention goes _to the follcwi-ng for having the next 
· to .highest score in each category. ' · · · 
Club scor~ WHIDM, ,Chris Pavne 9360 points 
Technician score Wll-lMN Al White . 1410 points 

WlHMN/1 · 598 points 
Novice score 
:Portable . score 

KNlDAI Carl Alsing 2856 points 
™lAJX/1 R9bert Hedin .3304 points 

For a complete list of scores see .pa g~ 6. 

JANUARY. . The ,January -mee ting wa~ n.eld a t . the Qaptain Le onard 
MEETING Hou:::ie in .Agawam on J i;i.n. 3rd, with al:>out 90 members a:rtd · 

visitors pre s ent ~ · (I say about 90 b e cause one counted 
heads and one counted bodi e $ a nd th~ figure s morbidly did not agree} 
Bill, WlRFU, gave a · shor t te. lk ' :on . cry s ta. l _ .c on trolled converters, 

.a..nd the .lat~st .scoop on .. the .. cont~st t h{;l t st8. rt.ed the n ext day. · · 
Anothe r brother member Ha rvey Mensch, . WlBXB; ga~,-e · a mo·st inter~sting 
talk s.nd demonstration of the many use's of the · grid dip · ttie t e r. 



Even some of the old timers learned a trick or two as BiXBee showed 
how the 0 dipper" was used aa both an oscille.tor and an absorbtion 
wave me ter to determine the r~son~nt frequency of a circuit, how to 
detcrmlne the s:i_ze of those strange cnpRci tors fr·om your jiJ.nk box, 
to check :o;:t a1s f ::1::..~ ni~tiv~.ty9 ·:o c>w i:: k ::: ·\ ;1 J s f e r fI' 8 Q'..J 8 Dt\ \,. ,,;,.nd m1.1ch 
more. The door r r iz; (: WR '\ 8. !l A:::r:·:~ tf;::ru:i i.j:::_,,_;:,.: ,,'. 'rhe usual r e:f.::·e sl::ments 
were available ard c:c,:~rnu.r;-, c C:~,, 

STAG 
PARTY 

The monthJy st £?.g p,qry,t.y referrerl -I; '.) in polite circi'es as the 
Board of :oi:re c tors me -:.d; ing wa3 held F'r :5.day, January 10th 
at CD headquarters in Wilbraham. After the members finished 

swapping anecdotes of the contest, the desk was cleared for action. 
The final plans for the a.uction weJ:'G discussed and our VP announced 
the formation of a committee to hRncile the actual work involved. 
rrogress had already been made by sa id committee And things appenred 
well in hand. Visitors Bill Hnm 8.nd Chris Payne, nt the meeting in 

· unofficial capacities,. gave severR1 helpful suggestions. As members 
of the Auction Corr.:::1i ttee they will get .the ch.a.nee to put those ideas 
into actionQ Whi:; 11. brings t c mind tne idea a·ga :1.n that if you have
any lieas or projects th~t you f eel nay be helpful, remember the 
B6ard meetings are held for the benefit of the club nnd you are wel
come to . bring your ideas along. (Please, not criticisrn ••• its help we 
want) At a suggestion from . Bank, WINY., we discussed the possibility 
of orgt=mizing a CW net in the novice band. The cornering of a number 
of xtals to me_ke it easie r for the youngsters to get active in the 
net was nlso d~,scussed. lf' enough interest is shown by , ths gE;me:..~al 
membership, similar nets may be arranged on 6 and 2 me ters~ On this 
note t t .,3 meet~ng was adjourned, and everyone retired to mmk' s home 
for cof'f'ee. 

GREAT JOB 
WELL DONE 

Tpe editors and publishers of Zero Beat take this oppor
t1.1;ni ty, on behalf of tl..._8 officers and general membership 
to thank Bill Rosner and his able cohorts Al Jackson nnd 

Bill Harn for the splendid job they did for the club as the VHF 
· e,weepstakes Committee. Without their initiative and drive the winning 
' of the gavel would . never he.ve ·been done • .Acti~rity of this noture, 

and of this scope is a· sign of~ healthr ·club atmosphere. It takes 
work by the memb ers to produce and rnaintsin- this · atmosphere Rnd Bill, 
Al and Bill have . certainly done their shnre and more. 1\go. in congrntu-

-la tions and thanks for a -good job we 11 done. · 
- .- - =-::-- -- --~ --~~- . -~-. - .- -- - - - -=-- --

PIONEER Our upriver>·. neighbor, the Pioneer Valley Pma teur Radio 
V~LLEY Club now boasts a membership of over 60 members according 
INDitN to its monthly paper the Pioneer Valley Indian. The Janu-

ary issue · of the Indian wns received here at editorial 
headquarters through the coi.:.:::·tesy of its editor, Roger Farley, WlEZD. 
Roger is n. member of our club as well as the Holyoke club, ns B.re 
many of the members. Im exchange of club pn.pers hRs been arranged 
with: a view to .bette_r serving the members of b~th clubs by exchanging 
news and views of common inter e st. · 

NOTES' 

later. 

The. report· of tr.e club survey has been turned in by Ralph 
Robinson, WlIC1"l rmd he has done a fine job--more about that 

Ken Walker, WlFAB, has resigned from the Boo. rd of Directors 
due tc pressure of his work. Sorry to s.ee him step down but he knows 
best. Any members willing to help by be.lnp; ::tppointed to B/D please 
oontn.c ·t · Ifonl{, WlNY. a t ·the rrnxt m-.?J0t i -:.:.g ..... 

,.. 

\ 



(OM E TO Tl4 E JAU -CT I() ..i (w,+"- co.sh) 
. The February meeting will be held at the Captain Leonard House 

. in Agawam on February 7th, starting at 8 o'clock sharp. The main 
I" feature of the evening will be the club's annual auction, and because 

an auction is a time-consuming affair the proceedings will have to 
ge t under wny ea rly,, The auctioneer will be "Old Guillotine Gavel" 
mims"E3lf, Bob Go:r·dcn, WlKUL. ( 11 word of w~rning .... make those bids loud __ 
Rnd ea rly~ Bob male s tha t "SOLD" come awful soon sometimes.) tissist
ing Bob will be Chris Payne, 1\'lHDM, and Bob Hedin, 1n n.JX. Handling 
the cashier duties will be Tom Barrett, WlKUE and Leo Brodeur, WlVNE. 
Members of the auction committee will be on duty as e nrly a s 7 PM so 
bring your gear ea rly and have time to look over the rest. Tags will 
be available to identify your gea r for the auction. The tags hAve 3 
sections. Put your ca ll and minimum bid (if Rny) on the end nearest 
the tie-on string. Tear off and pocket the other end section. The 
purchaser w!.11 get the center sect.ion qnd pay the c a shi er. You pre
sent your end F.tnd get the ca sh. The tie-on end ste.y s with the ge Rr 
a t a11 times. 11 spec ial t able wiii be set aside where gear tha t is 
fo r -. s a l e o u t no~- ror-: O:-uction may oe -d r spl~yecr-- -Trr:-tn e pa s~many---. -
generous club mr mb8!".S. ho.ve dom~ted ge'ar to · be . auctloned off for the 
benefit of the club. treasury. . This pra ctice is to ;be commended :highly. 
If you have .any thing to donate ; si~nify such on the tie-on end of the 
t ag. Of course all ~al e s are for :c~~h (cir check)~ : A smnll service 
charge to raise money for the club trea sury is chRrgedo Ten percent 
of the :price, up to a. innximum of 50 cents~ will be withheld by the 
ca shier. · 

LICENSE Call Lette r License Plates, Many of you have r eceived~ 
PL!.TES .. le:tter .. from the Federation · of Ea stern Ma ss. /una t eur 

. Radio f.ssn' s o.dvising tha·t a bill, known as "Sena te Bill 
18", authorizing call l e tter pla teshns been filed 1n the l egislature. 
Ple a se write a note to both your Sena tor a nd Repre sent~tive a sking 
their support for this bill. Address it as .. follows: 

· Hon. John Doe 

'· · . I° · 

Name 

Sena tors 
Silvio Conte 

.l 

StRnley Zarod · 
Maurice Donohue 
Otto Burkhardt 

· Mass. ,S'enate (or House of Repre s entnti,ves.) 
·- Sta te ;House · . . .. . , 

Boston, Ma ss. 
District Name District 

Pi ttsfie,ld. 
·spririgfield 
Holy oke 
Westfield 

Sunderla nd 
Gre enfield 
Monte. gue 

J·ohn Thomps·on ----,[Chicopee 5, 6 
.. , Ludlow , 

George Como 
Joseph Wisniouski 

Chicopee 7,8,9 
Chicopee 

Wds 1,2,3,4 
William Sulliva n Spfld 2,8 
William KingstoHSpfld 
Anthony Scibelli Wds 3 9 4 
Thoma s Gray Spfld 5 

Repres enta tives 
Philip Whitmore 
Walter Hurlburt 
WAlter Koslanski 
Raymond Beac 

. George Smith 
.Brirorield 

i---~E. Longmeadow 
.. : Hampde n 

Longrnep.dow 
Holland 

Philip Kimba ll .. Spfld 6 
Wendell Chamberla in Spfld 7 
Armand Tancra ti · . Spfld I 

.f, I..: 

· Pa lmer 
Monson 
Wales 
Wilbraham 

Ste:p:i:!en Chmu·ra Holyoke 1,2,4 
John Cav~naugh Holyoke 3,6 

· Edwin · Gorman Holyoke 5t 7 
Richard Dol an We stfield 
J er emiah Foley Northampton 

1,2,3,4,5, 



.. 

• 1 I I 

Name District Name District 
wrITiam Cowing AgAwam 
George Porter ----Blanford l Eastba~pton Fletcher Smith 

. Oh~fles Bisbee 

Chester . 
G:t·anville 
Montgomery 
Rd .s se 11 
Southwiok 
Tolland 

Hadley · · 
S'.)UCh Hadley 

Isaac Hodgen----~Arifr1erst 
Granby 
Ware 
Belchertown 
Pelham 

il_w. · Springfield 
---4 Chester : · · Charles Bisbee ----i Wiiliamsburg 

Cumm.i~gton 
Goshen · 
Ha tfielci · 
Huntington·· 
Middlefield 

Worthington 
Yve sthampton 
Plainfield 
Northampton 

6,7 

KNO\tV YOUR . To our ' club vice president, Tom Ferguson, WlWFL, falls 
OPFICRBS _; · the duty of lin+ng up and 'presenting the program for 

. . ~mr monthly meetings. rrotn has found time to attend to 
· this detail w~ile also attending to the full time duty ofearning his 
living ae an industrial· engine er · for the US Rubber Company. Also 
crowding his· personal daily agenda are his interests in Pioneer 
Valley .1-'.utomation /1. ssociatc s ., a consulting engineering firm of which 
Tom is vice president. Tom has two grbwn sons and al'though t :ei the r 
has become a ham, Tom has not given up hOi)e on ohe of them. Lately 
Tom can be found operating on the 2 meter ba nd pretty exclusively, 
but he will be on 75 meter S8B and · 40 meter SSB within the month if 
all goes well ' with his constru~ti6n p~oject. 

A form.er avid 430 me . enthusiast and now an avid "keeper 
of the fees" is Wes Thayer, WlLRE, our club treasurer. · Liem sed first 
in 1938, Wes hooked up with WlKZU -in .Agawam and nightly ragchews 
were held on 430 me. Using this ·"party line" method the conversations 
went on while many pieces of gear were built and checked, including 
a home brew television receiver. · Due to local amRteur inactivity on 
TV ( in their own bands) , Wes use_d_ the Jrnt to receive channel 6 in New 
Haven• but with the advent of Big Screen TV, Wes r e turned his 5 inch 
Qne-...ey..ed mon.ster tG the shelf:.. Wes' s ca irn -manner can h e found daily 
across the counter down at Soundco Electronics he lping us befuddled 
hams get rtthe" cqmpoh~nt we need. Active on 6 and 2 me ters at the 
home station,. \~.'es cah also be he Ard r:iocile on 10 meters c 

RUMORS FROM 
THE Hf,RI'FORD 
BUNCH 

"The _old . man on the mountain" Al Denson,. 1n_r1BYX,. is the 
activities manager for the Hartford club and he informs 
us that members of our club are .. welcome to visit at 
any of their meetings~ They are held on the second 

and fourth Thursc1ay of every month. ·· The ir Feb. 13th meet~_ng is to 
be a "Social" and their Feb" 2?th meeting is to ·be an auction (might 
le a good plac~ to unload some of the excess you picked up at our 
auction). Several of the Ha rtford gang 'Nill be at our auction. It 
is expected that Mister VFF f :rcm Q STre et ,. Ed 'rilton, 'r.'lHDQ will 
also b e t l:lere. He is the guy tha t us a c'"'-~ lt5 t a gainst ~ so 
effectively in the conte st. 



!; ' .... 

CLICKS Ken Wa lke r, w1FAB, just r e cei~red his WAS c e rtifica t e f o r 
t ND phon e . CD Sectors a r e hold i n g rqdio drills bi-monthly. 
C~ I RPS The HCRA Board of Tra d e h a s brisk int0r e st ~nd Tom 

·' ~ Fe rgu ;:\on reports tha t >ne r$ce :i..v ed s e rvic. e .. 1n l e8s tha n l J 
minutes t o o. :r.·Pq,.;•?n L fo}.' a 8(:i iei,1a i; i_c f'c.!:' t..'. r;:) 408 ., ( Qi.;_fJ~':i.1:;.': ·: ;:) Q):?.L' 
nnd CQ ha d 'YY("(" C ,' ,;'• , ,,: r·,,..., (, -." ;:•f-,"'' '~Lvr- ... , L" '! ' "l _.L, 't •1'.·, ·:;·u ··" (~ r e · t·hi " ') -u'' ·:> v ·,c, y•··, , m~'m-· 1 - ,I • ... I • •.,_ • .I. • ., t - • ' \.J '..J " ........ • ..J 0. ....- _, •' ~ t,. ..J • '-· • •J - l,j "-J .... .. • ,.A. •'- ......, 

b e rs £tdmit t.., 0.,:: :,,1·~· n'f.' / c.11. r J_ 1·,g the r, 0 11'iY s t i n t h e ir o p,e r a t :L1g 
positions . bu.t; e... n r-, ·:-.;._,v '.,.:E. \ · 1J ·J· u:. ; 1. . t D r. he l a·'.,e hours) f e ll !l 8l e 0p 
while ca1 1 L-:,,::T CQ &l!.U. hJ..·; .-,:·A.r, ::' .J.C~' o'.'er;18. inect c,:n tc) T' t he longe s t t:!..mo 
(3 t o 5 min1,;. t;Gi:1). Ed 0 1 l :o:m o:e KlDZW wi she s s ome membe r c f the Re"g 
chewors Club would show up Rnd identify hims e lf on 6 me t e rs. 

FOR 
SALE 

with 110 
ments to 

----=- --

Comple te 2 me t e r ~ t a ti on d.n ope r 8. ti ng ccmdi ti on 1 c cnsist1ng ' 
of a 522 xmtr ,1 with h eavy duty p0wer supply, a '~'lCCH c on
vertor with r egula t cd power supr,lv, a nd nn 1rnc 5 r e c 0i ver 

po~ver supply ~· Ca ll Ma x Voigt o. t JE 3-1989 and mo. k •o n.rra nge
ope r a te it or s e e it opera t ed o 

FOR SWAP Howa rd Cutt ing , ''\TlJWV is l o0king f or a d eal on n 12 v olt 
vibro pnck. · He h a s a 6 v 0lt on e f o r s wap mR t e ~ia l a s well 

a s some c a s-hn Ca r e to me.ke a d e8.l. 

FOR THE AUC TI ON Wl MOK informs us th.at he will brinp: t o the aucti on 
11 n e w kit wired Viking VFO with e xc e ll ent c n. l i bra 

tion. Alson Radiart Vlbra pack model 1455 (6 v olt input) 2 Mallory 
Vlb r apa cks (6 v o lt). · 

Q.UIZ 
COLUMN 

#1. In his n ew tour•ing seda n, ope r a ting a K''' on 2 me ters 
SSB of' c ourse, a man drov e from f\. t o B whil e mnin
t a ining n speed of 20 mpha He returned from B t o n 
o. t a s pe ed of 30 mpb'.'I We nll know his a v c r nge speed 
wa s n o t 25 mph. Wh a t wa s it? 

#2. C. 1;i,r. Spla tter l e ft his QTH on fo o t a nd tra veled 25 mil e s due 
South. Afte r resting, he trnveled 25 miles due We st$ After 
a nothe r r e st he tra veled 25 miles due North a nd a rrive d home. 
1'Vhere d oe s he live ? 

La st Month 1~s Problem1 The r e spons·e to l ast mc,nth's c olumn W8 S ter
- rif :i: c-. Nobody sent . in .-a n a ns,,1mr,_ right or_ w~o11g ~ So_ 7cn.:v· c d i t or_ 

wa s f o rced to figur e it out n. 11 b y himse lf o 'Tb is is t h e s c lution. 

a------- @ 

u~ f4-±============:=,==--=-=-~~---~==--~--,tJ 
2 Sw i .\-.c~•5 
l).i', \) ,T. 

(Wll-\'<O) 

CALJJ BOOK Mike Ludkewicz; .1"1DGJ, r e c eiv ed a r e quest from a 
Be l g i o.!1 h am for- n c a ll booko Anyone having n. r e a sona bly 

l'e c en.t issue t 1.'.lo. t they r1 r e ,,v11iing t0 d cm 0 t e to this worthy c ause 
plea s e bring - it t o Mike a t the n e xt mee~ing. 



Cl¥b Scores for VHF contest. 

Q!ll 
Wll;lFU 
WlMNG 
WlHDM 
WlKFO 
Wl_EOB 
WlNY . 
WlBXB 
WlbBQ 
WlUKR 
WlHYO 
.WlSTR 
WlRVW 
WlRVW/1 
WlUBD .. 
WlqYM/1 
WlGYM 
Wl KUL 
WlAJX/1 
WlAJX 
WlMDL 
WiFAB 
'!VlFAB/1 
WlFV\TJ 
KNlCZY 
WlNDW 
KN.l,DAL 
WlJJO 
WlAKI 
WlOY 
WlALL 
WlALL/1 
WlMQK 
KNlBRZ 
WlBCI 
KN.lDAJ 
KNI DAJ/1 
WlJWV 
WlQWJ 
WlQWJ/1 
WlJYH 
1VlKUE 
W1.DHA 
WlCJK 
WlRRX 
KlCUO 

Contact 

286 
108 
180 
15g 
1 55 

. 1.31 
155 
128 

.· . <-143 
94· 

• .. 112 
118 

10 
98 

. 127 . 
5 

127 
118 
.16 

137 
79 
34 

111 
-108 
110 
102 

87 
104 
112 . 
102 

47 
109 
107 

68 
92 

- 9-:-
90 
84 
21 
72 
87 
85 
82 
88 
62 

Sect. Score Call 

21 
16 
16 
12 
J;~ 
1 4 

9 
10 

6 
13 

g 
7 
1 

10 
4 
2 
4 
4 
2 
2 

10 
2 
4 
4 
3 
4 
6 
3 
2 
3 
2 . 
2 
2 
g· 
3 
1 
3 
3 
l 
6 
3 
:3 
3 
2 
7 

1'760S 
9S8 4 
9 -~: 6 C 

WlESA 
w·i t ' ·'1,1/l .~.vu .. 

KN1Ah 3 
f> <:·:~;C, Wl M'( r/ 
,_ ... • q_ ~J>Q 1ftT" ,., t:,7~ /1 , 'I• L ;)l '. 1)

1 

6,?:-38 WlLRE 
58;)0 VVl!OL 
5120 Wl PHU 
4576 WlNLE 
4278 KlBZM 
4256 KNlCZZ 
4012 ,~11 HUN 

220 1~1GQP 
3929 - Wl WFL 
3556 . ·~rlAUF · 
120 w1 VNE 

3556 WlVNE/1 
3304 WUiMN 
: 372 . Wl IDUT /1 
3288 1N1ICW 
3i60 w11cw/1 

860 WlEVZ 
3008 'WlHRV 
£996 WlIUB 
2860 WlTXI 
2856 .1n1JF 
2784 WlLJF/1 
2704 WlVON 
2688 WlOSK 
2652 KlAYU 
1128 .KlBUB/l. 
2616 KlCYG 
2568 WlDZW 
2546 WlDUE 
2392 Wl.RQY 

198 'l".1113H -- -
2340 WlZER 

. 2314 WlVEG 
462 WlUCB 

2304 KNlCYD 
2262 KlCHX 
2210 ,~r1cSE 
2132 KNlANF 
2112 KNlANF/1 
2108 WlTHD 

Vl.'l.MOK 

Contact 

79 
84 

81 
80 
?2 
75 
68 
73 
70 
70 
51 
58 
G6 

· 64 
61 

47 
23 
60 
29 
52 
52 
55 
44 
43 
26 
47 
45 

41 
41 
35 
30 
40 
37 -
36 
30 
26 
25 

16 
8 
8 
8 
8 

Sect. Score 

3 
2 

2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
6 
4 
2 
2 
2 

5 
-3 
2 
1 
3 
2 
2 
4 
4 
3 
2 
2 

. 2 
2 
4 
6 
2 
-2 
2 
2 
3 
2 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

205 4 
2016 
1992 
19 44 
1920 
1872 
1800 
1768 
1752 ' 
1668 . 
1656 
1632 
1610 
J.584 
1524 
1452 
1296 
1410 

598 
1416 
'638 

1352 
1320 
1320 
1316 
1204 

676 
1128 
1080 

·1008 
984 
984 
980 
960 
960 
888 
860 
720 
676 
600 
552 
384 
192 
192 
176 

44 
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