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.:.APRlL .For ·the t1ri,t item on the , agendti we, the editors and pub-
ZERO. ~EAT lisliers., feel that a few words concerning last u.o ... th 's . 

(April) issue are in order.. As a general rule the paper. is 
received by the -majority of members oh the fir~t Tuesday of the month 
and April Fqol I s Day was Tuesday -·"'· so.-- j . To recap last month i.s . ·_ 
issue ar,.d hel o t hose :t , 1-.r:ir •J'l ted td discern the true from the r idi.culous 

r· we offer the f.ollow .L:\~·; ... ;,) , .. ,:i : · 
Page 1 All :.;1.i re an.d serious. 
Page 2 1959 Conve~tion - just fooling. 

Kno-w your officern - b0i:1a .fide info . 
Blurre d 1.:Lne --· t~e 1 2- an opt.h.a l molcgi~t. 

. Ne w ~badges - ·r,r :.:e and e. ccu.x•a te . 
- - C i.>i: t-e-s-t---Re.su-1 t -s-~---a:-,:i.-t-t e:-. ~ ,,______ 

Club Dinner - Me,J.arkey. 
Pace 3 & 4. Of :;:iou,rse .we didn 1t print them for April l ut. 
Ptlge 5 ·.· ' No y:~ ~e - r-;at Cryst al s - e.11 ti:"U.e. 

rir{;_ '11.Pi~~ - strange but true. 
Zero I?ea t : Dinner - a pure (? ) lie. 

Fage 6 LicJnGe Plat es - t~1e. 
Za ro Beat Contributions - no comment . 
t 1v11 Defense - t r ue. 
Letter s to Editor - no comment. 

Page 7 Buildi ng fu:-:id - ~,r.:J. cl .r eamer, you. 
Technical items - ditto . 

. New Ft\tent - did you recogniz.e 3·.141593 as .,,,? . 
Py.zz J.e - the butcher weighs meat. 
TVI TJ~; p - true and fin2. lly -co:;::1•ect- -du e to .efforts, of 

·M:r:f Hallan.s.te in of F.C.C. 
Page C All t:.."Ue· - bl.e ~a it. 

. :- ~ 

The furo t> cc;.~se~ b}f: this .1.ssu_e sa t .is.fied our wild.est dreams ; Angry 
· phone calls 5 threatening lane;,1.-ag@, a ri.d- -~ r.ate discussions made the · · 
. :i"SSUe the mo s t C0ritr'OV0 I' S_::.0. l Of OUr CJ..-:.lb IS ;1iStOry • J)id :1 .. ~U· knO'W t,hat 

'. ·.':rn memberf:'. threaten.r.)d to quit if we we :co -wasting (?) mone y on a Zero 
}~eat Dinner? . . . . . 

· I,n · summation l e t us say that putting out ·this monthly pa ;ier takes _ a · 
lo~ · 9f time and. work. . 1.I1he only reward we. usl:.ally get is the feeling 
of h.aving do!~.e our s :1are fa:.." t i.'".!.e c:!.::.1.b. The real re\./a.rd. ::.8 comments 
and b.e J. p ( eepecially ha lp) on t h :3 pa per. We 'Were p-~id in full last 
month .for su r•e . We di(i not in·cenJ to inco!'lvenience anyone or hurt any­
one's fe ·2 ling::; · ju ::. t t<? have a l i tt,le :fun. And 'We d :Ld --- did you???? 

. , · 

Af'!U L Friday night, April 4, some 80 _of ,us les. :::•r.c-d fr,om Mr . Ernest 
M:Ft>~·.I·ING B. Lewis of East Hart :::'ord "How and why crystals wiggle". Mr. 

Lew ls · t :1.d the happy facu.J. '.-. y of handling a c :::: :.'.;.;:.1. i cAtE.d and 
h ig1::-.·1. / tecbni ~al subject in a m2.:mer eA.'.:',iJ. y unde rstoo ::1 by even the most 
u.1:.ir1.i'(.J ~'me0. or casual listener. Not on:Ly did he entert ~d.n e.n d enlight en 
t te membe:cs, but also present ed the tJlub with two cry:..: tals that I under­
s tc..cr, . .d -·wi.11 be· put 1.2..p--·for door prizes at a later date. 



• 
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Our ge~i~l ~CM, Mac, and his able assistants, took care of the re­
freshment table, and everyone departed reluctantly after f:ihjoying 
d.Jughnuts; c6'ff'ee an.d a bu~y soc :Lal ·.1 e3 f:' ion:-- .·, ~· 
MAY 
MEETING 

The rftay mee cing if.' scheduled for Jv1ay 2.~ 19.58 at the Capt. 
Le·onE1.rd l~c.1~5:~ ·;:t:h ·x~·i;wam s·r.arbifl$· 'at :a:·90 P ~M. sb.arp, as it 
Sp. pears v,.,. , ,, .,P. -j r ,,.,..,.,.. ·.!_,;· · .;,~·"'y i 'nt 0 ·~,,:,c,t:1:ngt..evening 1'ith · · . ' 11 • .1 , ... ~ -~ .. _ .. J. ••'• . , . .. ', ,J, ...... .1 ,. ' • , . .. .. . 0y•?J • • . 

several at~ractions :: Th-is will tie ARFLit ·Iie~:tlqu-a'!•te-~s night for the 
Club, featuring with other SpE3akers·; Mr~. John Huntoon, Ass1·stant' 
General Manager of' ARRL · speaking qn "The Coming · International Confer-

" • .! ' . . . . ·. .• . . ' . ence • ·. . • · ··· , · 
Ove ..,. ._ 1_, _; V"' '°' , .. h r.:, T r . -"·· ,:, ·-.n· ~·- io•-,..., 1 C,... y;r> r." ·, ,---·,,-,p ha'"' 1-, ,,.ld +h" ·J"nte ·an·d .;. L: _ !. •, c..· er:1.ru l...,h • .. · : .... . :_ · ·-'~'" ... ( ::', • •. , .1"'C'. .... 1 · t.J ~. :!. , · • . ..,, ., , , >, r:-l j..•,. 't'";, ' ~'- t , ... . ,;. 

fortu.ne o f :.i. ,::::n :,:•adio :l.n. J_ ·,~= · :·.1.an .': 1•. we· · a J. l i:.I1ow t b.e ··1'i,resstP.'i3 t,eing put 
On by industry, aviat iun; Eff.i. ter·tJ"a:inmeJ.:.t. , the mil:lta;ry I Utilitj.es·, an~ 
civilians to gain part of our ham spectr'Um. ·Frmi! ti1.:1.e to time in his 
"The WOi"ld Above 50 Mc" and in h.i:, talks before VHF gronpR, Ed Tilton 
has cautioned that we muc ·~ use a.11 our alj.ot0d f.' r•equenc.ies to their 
utmost or los-e th.e·::n ~ ~ 

In P•3C <~rt mo.1:., ·UJ. s a writer ·in a magazine · other·· t han QST has _been 
loud.l y p::cclaiming t)::-.'1 t cq.anges · or curtailments among J:iam rreqtiencies 
aren I t f fr:~ off, a1:.d hints t r.at the comlng conf£·~."enc ,..., will ua tb,,. tim.0 ; 
howev0!"') QST b.s f1n't ~,oic1d any conc") rn , but c:-n v ., '3 other han,~ po:l.nts 
ou.t +,~·-'.J. t tt>.e e.la rm.-.. ,:lt ·w:.,iter liasn 't e ·iicm attendr:; J or participa·~ed in 
a ::-, ·:::.·.r,e rna~:.:. .i .. , a l Conf 0r'ence, 

~.i.J~ te r i,;;lan t c a· ,·:;·en~. th.e Me.1.,. 2 meeting &nd ge·~ the "low down" 
on what ~~y devel0p a~ the Conference t~at will aff : ct UR e ~d ai~o see ., 
wtiat we 0an de as a ctlve o~Jerat'1rs to maintain and strei.g-;:.hen o-. i.r 
positlon. · 

Ou!:' g ~nial SCM, l'<iac, ·will h n~.' o :-~m~e comments for u~ at the m.;:: eting 
but i:-ion't thil" 1.<: for a moment, that the program will end t here. We 
ha,,e heard ruu::-:il inge e..nd rumors, and have read about trans lator power 
~uppl.~3S. The:y- 1 re mir;b:r.y efficient ,.· compact, anc1 did someone just ask 
'L~·-J :'~·.:.c~. the CG::! t'?" ·i1e pc1:son.~lly can ' t answ0r t b.e question, :iut c.1 t 
the m:3etin~ ;1r , Karl :Purnett of the ·sic1'.:les · Company 'tiiJ.l detaont t rate 
the u.nit and be 1'eady ~1th thci answers. 

DX Willie·, _Ke".l Eardy, -c:.nd hj 3· able assistants, have taken respon­
sibility .:'or• the refre-shrr <:mt hou r , and so we will see you there. Line 
fC l"rn-, On the rigp.t ! · · 
__ _.......~= =-==-= -~ ..:.=....c~=;c; 
1-!CJ MINATING For your consi e ration a une e e .... -tU>1'l.--"ffle9"t1ng, --you 
C';Ml'.C:i:: TTEE nomi n.o. t ing commi t t80 , · Lo.ci Brodeur, chair~an; and members 
REPORT Be~t Gowell, Mal Merchant, and George Nixon, present the · 

-~ following nominees: 

· For Pro9ident · - - - - - Tom FP- rguson, WlWFL · · 
., , ,I F0r Vice· President - - - ~ Dick Stevens, W:'..QWJ 

F'o :c Secretary - - ·- - - Norn; Fe ~'P.St, WlsTR 
~or Treasurer - ·- - ·wes ThP j er, WlLR_E 
For -Directors - - - :Ken Han:y, 'W 1DXW; 

-: .... 

tBi 11 Ham; WlRRX 
'Chet B~li-; t:1. , · · tTlI\'K 
:0111 Gour~:-:a~, Wl..AUF ·_ 

Nominations fr-am .. the-' .flooi-. v i ll" be- ' i .n -ordeJ" i£-.any one 111sb.es. · 
' . 

\ 
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FIELD DAY Let's make the coming Field Day, June 28-29 just as success-
FAWS :···-rul a.s. our last VHF contest!!!!!!! · · 

. Because or the generosity and inte~est in hem ardio of Mr~ 
. John · Lyman of Soundco, we are p;:>l'fj.l eclged to have the u ze of his 
grounds ·~nd facilities atop Wilbraham Mountain for our Field Day 
activities again .this year. 

To be sur.e that all bantls are utilized and all interests organ­
ized for the bElSt .results, co-ordinators of the activi_ties in the 
various bands have been app~inted as follows: 

I : • I . 
. { 

80 Meters - WlNY . ·Hank Baier Phone ·tyrlc ·6-3074 
40 " • 'WlWEF - Jack Schuster RE 9-154-7 
20 11 

- WlSTR - Norm Foree t RE 2-7620 
6 & 2 " - WlQWJ Dick Stevens RE 2-1735 

· Nov.ice Activities KlCZY - Allen Ramsay: _ ' LY .6-4664 ____ --==---=--
- --. we--~'rre-ed ~ora suc ce sru1--r1e1 -· ay, .... eno""ugll- oper-!ltors· tor "round 
the cl.ock" operation,· plus transrr.itters, receiver!': ; coax cable, · 
an:t;~nnas, guy wire j e~d gene'.'.'.'al a.cce:550:i.1 iea a :,1d 1~ap;iernalia. At the 
May meetir.g c-:1rds ·,:.1.ill be dis G:r5_l)uted for members to list their avail­
abJ.a...:.aqu .. t..pmen~, and how and when they wish to take part • . Signed cards 
should . be turned :: oirnr to the co-ordinator handling the partlcular band 
favored by the volw ... teer. . 

R.2;MEMBP.iP·'H,' ***·:HH Transportation will be available for any person 
and :fo.r equj_ p:;1ent going to or from the .f'l.eld Day e1ta; · · 

. . 
FINAL FACTS The VHF Contest Pay-Off Dinner will be . held at the 

ON .Howard Johnson Restaurant opposite the' Armory in West 
PAY-:-0.FF :DINNER. H.£:.l"'tt'.,.ord .on Thursday, r'iay 8 at 7:oo 'P,M, Be c nu thr 

! . . : :· The . Pot Roe. S'.t Bes f dJ.nner will be served for $3. 00., 
whic;h includes complete; .dinner and tip, Dinner will be ::.erved at 
7. cq P., M. Get those reservation cards in to WlDEW .right away!!!! 

REPAIRING An ~rtic"ie appet=1.ring in the March 1958 issue of PF Reporter 
TV SEr11S ~ mcnthly pu.blication for the electronic service 1nd:u.s-

. try bringo to light .several pertinent facts appli.cable 'to 
us. a s hams. The article was written by Mr. George M. Carrier~ W9PQZ, 
and al.though it was not slanted d:trect.ly tQw.ards..Jlams it might well 
aa-v-e been • . It 1.s a ract that, as ,hams, we are known to have a work:tngr 
kno ~1ledge of electronics. Therefore we are sometimes consulted: abou t, 
and often imposed upon to do, the repairing of things electronic. 
Tl1is is especially true about televislon. Many of us service our own 
TV sets and those of a (few) of .our relatives. In this llght we be­
come what ar~ known in the trade as "do-it-yourself tf1cb.nicians". 
George bring~ O.ll~ in his article that as a pr·:>fessional TV ' repairman he 
is often- °'a,J.led upon to repa_ir the messes that do-it-yourself mecllanics 
make. His a~vice, and ours is,that . if you do attempt to re rair a'. set 
and find . t h~t·, a f ~er you are. done, . it :.·stlll must go t.o the repair shop-­
TELL THE REPAIRM.:\N EXACTLY WHAT YOU RAVE DONE. It will save ·him time, 
and you money, because he will be cha~ging you by the_ hour. . 

• '• I 1 ' • ,: : t ·~ ; 
ME?t".J3ERSHIP ~Total rnembershi:,> ,for thj_s year now stands at 132 rr- smbers, 
CdMMITTEE ee,tab.11.shing a .new record .for the . club • . The ipflu:X of . ., 
REP0 :;:1T younger ~mbers cont :'..nue:s to s well our ranks·, · and· to lower 

our average membe~ age. A few of the old t.imer~ are drift­
ing ba,c ).c too> JJ!t'lkiPg t:-hs memoorabiu comm.-1. tt.ee '.s job just .that much 

. e,A.Ci. e.r. 
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In ou~ radio magazines and many other magazines- and journals 
are the ads of electronic manufactu:::-0~'.'S, dist;r-ib\1.tors, . job­
bers, saleshou se3 and the like. Man:, of these adil · carry the 
-information \: t~at, a free cat~log ot' wares is aya111:ft}_le for 

the asking--froe c f cho.:r gt~ and obligation. You simply mail .a· two­
penny postal card g:f.v:U::i.g your name and addr,ef.ls to show that you are 
interest.ad and ~hey . w:i.Lt. ma.; 1 their . annuaJ. ?F--talog to you. These 
catalogs are a .,lil;)rary of. 1nfopmation as to the availability, sizes, 
characteristics, and of cot1rse the prices of many ai;ticles. When plan­
ning the building or a new piece of gear you can then figu~e ~he total . 
price even' before _ you begin cons trt:v:~·::;io~ .• DJ'.' loo.king for the f'?,:."·1:s . . Do 
not assume tl~ r.t t - ·wo :'8 Cc>nt.11t.·1::::J trw p'l1.r cl:'.1 Dc of par·t s' a.:r..d eq1J. :1 .pr:~~~nt f'rom 
mail-order hoane~ becauue we advise :y.-::;u. to get their catalogs. To the 
contrary--the m.:ire we buy from our local distr,ibutors, the more they 
will be moved . to .stock ·for us. The catalogs 'i:til b elp 11s to . be better 
customers at our local supply hou .~es beca11se 1ie wi l.1. know ·what we are 
looking for and how mu.ch we can expect t;o pay for it. The prices in· 
.the catalogs de;> not i!'lclude t h e "fringe" costs of mailing., check or 
.money-ord.er,rf 1Jes, . au.d shipping charges .. -so the local prices will be 
Quite comparable ,in mo-st _cases. Send for those catalogs now. They're 
for free. · · · 

BOARD OF , Together again they met, these faithful planners or our 
DD L::: CTORS cl ub functions and &ctivities, on Friday eveaing dated "' 
~ETING. · . April 18, 1958 at the home · or our club president. The 

.main topic .of discussion wao the coming Field Day event 
and plans neceer.rnry to make it a succesi'l · were· discussed at some length. , 
Also it was dec:t ded to have another dinner meeting in conjunction with 
ou.r annual !i.(Jeting and election of of'ficers, similar to las.t year I s 
affair that we.r::. such a success, · The financial e·nd of such an affair 
presents somewha t of a problem and as it now appears a smalJ c,l1arge 
may be necessary to ba le.nee the budget. The main · cost of the m.eal 
'Will ·b0 borne by the club t::. .. easu ry in any event. The annual mes ting 
this :Year ¥ i l l he in June rather than November, according t o the change 
in the club by-laws. Plans for informal s.~:.~mer meetings were discu ssed. 
and.. 1.~i-l L be ~xpla.ined -in · ano1-h_e_r wirt o,f __:t_h1_s i~~!te '! A.s Jl~ a ;1 s2 me __ 
fool mentiorwd he.;n radio and a regular ragchew · consumed a go9d part of 
the meeting and the evening~ 

ARRL The t~easurer informs us that the sums.realized by the club for 
DUES handling the renewals of ·memcerships · in · the League are beginning 

t .o add-up. He has suggested that we continue t o dr~w attention 
t o this feature from time to time because the dues to the league be­
come due fc;,r some or us every mont h, By paying your ·duez to our 
treasurer . yot?,. save check and rnai :U.n.g costs and .the ·club earns fifty­
cents. , So get that qard and the dough to Wes Thayer, WlLRE, as soon 
as you can. · 

PIC~·TEER Ot~,r up-river neighbors, the Pioneer Valley .hadio Club, will , 
VALLEY ho!d their annu.al auction at their May meetiµg. The . t:l r.lG' .an~ ··: 

place are not available to ·your editor at press· time, but we 
'11 .1J. t "fu .t o.":' t·t:n,d 0 , .. 1: :tn 't.tme· fo~ o n .:C- · i"'!lnl?t IIIQ~t:tng.., :f'j_ p(iA3. 

I , ~ • t 

! ' . 

.:,., 
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As you well know the club holds no meetings during 
the months of Ju ly and August. Field Day is the only 
club acti1.rity betwe1:m ou.r ,Tune and Septem'l:,er meetings. 
W:L t h t hia in mJ.nd ::) ic k St evena, WlQWJ, ~ugge8t.s that 

perhaps the m0mbero m:Lgh t enjoy a couple of inf0rmal get-tcge·:.:n.ers on 
the first Frid!-~ys o f .Julv and August. An out-of-doors affair consis­
ting of a gathering of 1r1tere3t3ci members fer a rag-chew or a little 
sport. He is willing to arrang'::l a cou.ple of transmitter hunt s using 
6 and/or· 2 meters. If you think the idea has merit, see Dick and let 
him know. Full details will be given in the next month's paper or at 
the annual meeting. · 

A REAL PUZZL.ETI FOR 
-THE '-PU-ZZ-bER-AOOi e TS 

Once ~1oon a time a "1:e~lthy king in the Near East 
emprttya-d --t·he · ·"·:r·e ff' ifisoa t en-ur-m wor:rn- to 
advioe him. When a world-~ide recession made 

it necessary for him to discharge two of t hem he was hard pressed to 
determine which was the wiser.t, the one he \lould retain. So he de­
vised this test. 

TL.3 tb,rs8 w:i.se men were placed in a tent with no ·w~.ndows, mirrors, 
or other :t>eflecting s.11.rfaces in ·whi<Jh they might see an image. 1.rhey 
sa t on t l:u.'.'ee stooJ. ~· placed in a triangle, -whose legr. were c.::.J.l s i7>: fe e t 
long, an d fac ed the center. They ·were blindf.oldtJd and a spo t of pai:n:t 

~ was put on eaeh mar, 1 s forehead. While the paint was drying they were 
gt ven the j_:-1~·~::1t1ction fl for the t eo t. 

Oa e.9.ch raan I s fc 1:•ehea.d ha d b0.en placed a spot of paint, of the 
color r e (.i o i-• blac l( ,. The three men would not neces sarily have the 
s e.me col er, but ee.ch would have one color and one color on ly. ·~·ih.en 
the b .~ indfolda ~ere removed each man was to look to his left and then 
to his right and if he sa-w one or mo::e spots of red paint on the :ore­
h01:i.ds of th0 · other two wise men he was to raise his right hand. Wl:..en 
he .Lad figured out the color on his forehead he was to lowe~ his hand, 
rise, a nd state the color he had and how he lmew 'that he had that 
cc l or . 

When the blindfolds were removed B:tmu.ltaneously t he sL: ves left 
the tent, 1.::.:: a·ving .the king ~nd J;he thr.!3.!LJU.Se_J!len _§..lQp~J n """t ):.i~ ___ t.ent,__ 

·Ea c-::',. vris13- m.'ln l ooF.0d- fi,- iil s lel't and to· h i u ·right and again simul­
tane0·c1 s l y E,11 thrae put up their right hand. After twenty t b . .r.-ee !Lin­
u t es one of the wise men lowered his hand, rose, stated the color of 
the spot on his forehead and how he kr,0w it was that color o 

Your problem: State the color and t!:1e reason it had to be th&t 
c e; lo!' . Remembe r t here was no r ;) fl o,-:!tion of the spo t on his fore head 
that he could see. There ·was no spilled ;1aint. The pe. i n t and brushes 
had been r c aoved. He could not see hi s forehead in t h e eyes of nnyone, 
nor could he s s e the npot or its r oflection. He could not tell the 
color by his sence of smell, tou ~h or taste . 

FOR SALE New D. C. generator delivers 430 volts, 86 watts, 0.180 amps. 
Neec:i.1 t o be driven by o:: t side moto1 .. or 13as engine at 3450 

R.P.M. Manufactured by Russell Elec t~:>ic Co., Cb.icaz o. If intere3ted, 
cont.n.ct o-w;,·~·::) r, Ernie Salvo , 17,2 Bay Street, Phone RE 6-7958, evenings 
and m.ake offer. 

The pu blish ers -wish to thank tho enor..:v·,nou.a (loo.or !"~ b:i.s very use f'ltl 
gif t. 
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