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Join Us on Friday, February 4™, for HCRA’s own

George Rancourt, K1ANX
Doors Open at 7:PM  Meeting starts at 7:30

The topic will be military receivers and transmitters.

There will also be talk about the license restructuring,
and other current Ham news.

Hope to see you there!!!
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From the President’'s Shack e weis

The big news on the airways is the FCC license restructuring. I am sure by the time you
read this you will have heard all about it. Lets talk about the effect it might have on our
cherished hobby.

Over the past number of years the topic was how to get more interest in ham radio.
What was the possible deterrent. Was the onset of the communication highway called the
.com syndrome taking away interest.

Or was it the higher speed CW code tests. Or any number of other possible reasons. I guess
it depends on who you talk to.

Lets get back to the new restructuring and what 1 hope it might accomplish. For many
of you already holding a ticket, it is a great chance for you to upgrade your license class. What
comes with an upgrade obviously more band privileges. But what I think is even more
important it should give you more incentive to get on the air and operate. Keep the bands busy
and spark what 1 think is most important excitement and more enthusiasm into the hobby. |
certainly hope the restructuring will open the door to many newcomers into the hobby. For
those of you that might have any questions on the restructuring, HCRA secretary Jim,
WAIL1ZUH, is our resident expert on
the matter. 1 am sure he will be happy to answer any questions.

Have a comment??? You can air it at the HCRA meeting or right here in ZERO BEAT.

I urge you all to come on down to the HCRA meeting this month. George, KIANX, will be
the speaker. George is a long time dedicated HCRA member. The topic will be on military
receivers and transmitters. Of course, there will be the usual great comradeship, club raffle,
and coffee and doughnuts.

I'm looking forward to saying hello to all of you at the meeting.

73 de Irv, W6BIS

Membership Drive 2000

We would like to increase HCRA's membership 10% this year.
As an incentive to bring in more members,
For each prospective NEW member that you bring as a guest
to an HCRA meeting, you will receive
5 free tickets for that night's door prize drawing.
I the auest inins. he/she will also receive 5 free tickets.
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Sponsors
WALTER 1. NERO
PRESIDENT PO. BOX 477
Tel. & FAX 860-684-6650 TOLLAND, CT 06084

HCRA CONTACTS
Questions, Comments, and Suggestions Can Be Directed To:
HCRA OFFI CERS

Pr esi dent Irv Slitzky, WIS (413) 565-5222 Ww6i s1@ uno. com

Vi ce- Presi dent Wal ter Nero, WA1HHN (860) 684-6650 walhhn@ahoo. com

Tr easurer Greg Stoddard, N1AEH (860) 668-5143

Secretary Jim Ml l en, WALZUH (413) 245-3228 jmull en@ ockys. com

HCRA DI RECTORS

At Large Les Prentice, KLDNX (413) 783-6775

Pr ogram Yorke Phillips, KIBXE (413) 566-3010 ypphi | @ uno. com

Menber shi p Larry Smth, KillLZ (413) 566- 3966 kil zncet @ol . com

Newsl et t er John Pise, KX1X (413) 532-7474 kx1lx@rrl . net

Techni cal Jordan Koltz, WLJK (413) 532-3729 wlj k@art hling. net
STATI ON TRUSTEES

WLNY Trust ee Don Johnson, WLUPH (413) 566-3560 (let it ring) wLuph2@ uno.com

WB1HOF Trust ee Jim Ml l en, WALZUH (413) 245-3228 jmull en@ ockys. com

EVERGENCY COCORDI NATOR
Emer gency Coor di nat or Dave |sham KB1MJ

N O O

Please remember to join our Monday evening 10m Net

Join NCS Tom, NIMUV, On Monday nights, 7:30PM local
for the HCRA/WINY 10m Net

28.375 +/- QRM
with 10m opening daily, who knows what DX may check in to our
10m net!!! DX or not, you'll still be treated to information and good conversation.
More and more people are joining into our Monday night chat sessions.
Come in and discuss whatever is on your mind!!!
How do you feel about the FCC License restructuring? How was the last HCRA meeting?




DX Clips

de
Jordy, W1IK

I hope all had a wonderful Holiday season and assume that everyone is happy that the Y2K
"Baloney" is behind us. Or is it ?!! The computer "Date changeover” issue is, of course, dead -
but I think we can expect more hyperbole when the new Millenium really begins on Jan 1, 2001.
Did these people "skip” 4th grade mathematics, or was there a "method to their madness"?

This month will long be remembered for the FCC decision to "downgrade™ code and
(hopeftully) open the floodgates to new Hams. Whatever your feelings regarding this decision
which was championed by ARRL - I know many of us are concerned about the long term survival
potential of our unique Hobby. The trend is not good and let us hope that this approach to
simplification will provide us with much-needed young Amateurs.

I just returned from 2 weeks of skiing in Stowe and apologize for the brevity of this
month’s column.

LOOK FOR:

3B6- Agal ega- mark your cal endars for this one in Cctober. A nultinational team headed by
HBOXE pl ans to operate Cct 7-23 on all bands & nodes.

8Q7-Mal dive |Is. Look for 8Q/CR from Feb 10 on SSB & RTTY. QSL via DF5JR

FH Mayotte Roger/ G3SXW & Nigel / GBTXF will be QRV until Jan 31 on 80-10M CWonly. They wll
do a brief stint on Seychelles (S7) on Feb 2-CWonly. QSL home calls.

J3-Grenada Harry/VWBKKF will be active as J73K Mar 4-7. He plans to be active in the ARRL
DX contest over that weekend. Look for himalso before & after the contest.

TXO0- Chesterfield This is the next "new' DXCC entity. This DXpedition is schedul ed for Mar
15 thru April 1. The New Cal edoni an Tel ecom authorities have already issued the call sign
TXODX. They wi |l operate sinultaneous CW& SSB on the sane band with 4 HF stations. The 2
@SL ngrs. are Jarno/ O2BN & Kan/ JA1BK (6 Monly). Check their website for nmore info.:

www. n4gn. cont t x0dx/

V7-Marshall Is.-Toni N\AXP & M ke/ N6MZ are active now until Feb 10 on 160/80/12/10M QSL hone
cal | s.

XZ- Manmar The XZOA teamwi |l be active until Feb 6. Renenber to check both the short path
& the long path for openings on this one.

ZK1-So. Cook Is. JimZK1JD is active on 10M SSB (around 28465 after 0000Z). 40 & 30 CW &
20M SSB after 0400Z. QSL via LASVK

See you next month. de Jordy Koltz. W1JK

NOTE JORDY'S NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS: Wil1lJK@earthlink.net



WHAT the newv license structure
Means to you

You are a.... To Become...
Technician General Amateur Extra
Non-Ham Element 2} Elements 1,2,3 | Elements 1,2,3,4
Novice Element 2 Elements 2,3 Elements 2,3,4
Technician Elements 1, 3° | Elements 1,3,4
Tech Plus® Element 3 Elements 3,4
General Element 4
Advanced Element 4*

NOTES:

1 Element 1isthe5WPM Morse code exam. Elements 2, 3, and 4 are the written examinations for Technician, General, and
Amateur Extra, respectively. Elements 2 and 3 are 35 questions each; Element 4 is 50 questions—all multiple choice
Starting April 15, 2000, individuals who qualified for the Technician class license prior to March 21, 1987, may upgrade to
General class by providing documentary proof to aVolunteer Examiner team, paying an application fee, and completing

2

FCC Form 605. Thisis not and automatic upgrade!

The FCC has lumped Technician and Technician Plus licensees into a single category, all designated as*“ Technician”
licensees. Those who can document having passed the 5 WPM Morse code examination will continue to have current Tech

Plus HF privileges.

Between now and April 15, current Advanced holders may take the existing Element 4B, a 40-question test, giving them
credit for having passed the current Extra written examination.

PLEASE!!

Support
Our

Sponsors
Let them know
That you saw their
Adin

Zero Beat

WORLDWIDE

Chuck Wyrick
Eastarn Regional Mgr
KMANZ
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HAMPDEN COUNTY RADI O ASSOCI ATI ON
Board of Directors Meeting, January 13, 2000
Held at Irv Slitzky's, Longnmeadow, NA

HCRA O ficers present were: Irv Slitzky, WIS, Jim Miullen, WALZUH, Geg Stoddard, NLAEH
Larry Smth, KlILZ, and Les Prentice, KIDNX. Also present was Paul, NLFI. Paul was invited
to attend to discuss a joint MTARA/HCRA Field Day. |Irv opened the neeting by greeting all
i n attendance and handi ng out a neeting agenda.

REPORTS:

President: |Irv opened the neeting. The first order of business was to discuss the
possibility of a joint Field Day. Thoughts about how the HCRA should participate in such an
event were discussed, including food and food costs, investnment in equipnment and such.

Concl usi ons were not drawn, we just wanted to arrive at a consensus for further discussion
with Paul .

Vi ce President: Not present.

Treasurer: Present bal ance, $1963. The small raffle was very successful at the January
neeting, netting $87. Al bills are paid through Novenber, 1999 at this tine.

Secretary: Current nenbership stands at 82 regular, 3 life, 1 honorary and 8 famly for a
total of 94. New menbership cards and |abels for Zero Beat will be sent to John by January
26t h.

Newsl etter: John was unable to attend. Critical dates for the next ZeroBeat are January 26th
for article subm ssion and February 1st for nmmiling.

Techni cal : Not present.

Pr ogr am Yorke was not present. February's neeting will be a presentation by George
Rancourt, KLANX. Ceorge will be speaking and perhaps showing mlitary radios. Ceorge is a
long time ham and HCRA nenber and is one of the areas npbst know edgeabl e people on mlitary
radio history and refurbishing. It should be an interesting neeting. Speakers are still
needed for Mrch, and two of the three nonths of April, My and June. Yorke wll be
contacting Pete, NLAGV for a possible presentation on APRS. KC1XX has confirned a talk on
towers or contesting, but has not yet conmtted to a date.

At Large: Les has been helping with the nonthly raffle and is also a great nenber resource
for anyone | ooking for help with the hobby or input of what you would I|ike from HCRA.
Menbership: Larry is continuing to send 10 Zero Beats to different zip codes nonthly. This
month's town will be West Springfield, last month's was Agawam HCRA has gai ned at |east two
new menbers with this program

Station Trustee: Not present. The 10 Meter net on 28.375 is going great. Renenber to check
in on Mondays at 7:30 PM

Open Di scussi on:

The possibility of a joint Field Day with MIARA was discussed. Paul, N1Fl, president of
MIARA was present to review the MIARA's thoughts on the subject. Paul said the matter was
di scussed at the |ast MIARA board neeting, and seenms to have nmet with the boards approval.
He will bring it before the board at the January neeting for final approval. The HCRA board
voted unani nously to support a joint field day, assum ng the MIARA does the same. Benefits
from such an event would be a greater pool of operators, erectors, cooks, etc., many of
whi ch are nmenbers of both clubs and are now forced to split their tine between the two.
During the discussion thoughts were aired concerning structure, financing and | ocation. Les
suggested co-chairs from each club, with perhaps a comittee chairperson overseeing the
operation. It was decided to use approximately the same investnent each club has nmade in the
past few years for equipnent, supplies, etc. Also, if the joint effort should cone to pass,
food will be arranged and cooked for participants, but will self-funding.

Location of the joint effort was tossed about, with thoughts of |ocal H gh Schools
(Agawam t opped that list), or perhaps a large field at a manufacturing facility. Al agreed
a nore central location close to Springfield would be best for nost people.

W will be looking for a new club FD call, anyone have any suggestions? Take a | ook at
avail able calls on line, perhaps we can get a new club vanity call for FD, just |like we did
for the Hall of Fame station (WB1HOF)

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

The next board nmeeting is Thursday, February 10, 2000 at Irv's house.

The HCRA's board of directors extends thanks to Irv and Marilyn for the use of their hone
and their excellent hospitality.

Jim Ml len

Secretary, HCRA

Saturday, January 13, 2000



The next meeting of the
Hampden County Radio Association
Will be on Friday

February 4™, 2000

At 7:30 p.m. at the
Feeding Hills Congregational Church
Doors open at 7:00 PM

Hope to see you there!
In case of inclement weather, tune to TV Channels 22 or 40, or on the
146.94 and 147.105 repeaters.
Meeting cancellation information will be given out by 6:00 PM.

HCRA
P.O. Box 562

Agawam, M assachusetts
01001

What does license restructuring
mean to you?

See Paae 6 of this Zero Beat




