
KWWS���KFUD�RUJ 

��������� 
Next Meeting: Oct 4 
 

Rich, K2UPS LICW Group visit  

Annual Dues—membership re-
newal 

)URP�WKH�6KDFN��-��������������
/DUU\��:�$67 

2,3 

8SFRPLQJ�PHHWLQJV 4 

$55/�6WXII   5 

&RQWHVWLQJ�WLSV�IURP�4XLFNVLO�
YHU�5DGLR 6 

'RWV�DQG�'DVKHV 7 

Local happenings and con-
tacts 

    8    

  

Inside this issue: 

2FWREHU�0HHWLQJ 
 
 
2FWREHU�0HHWLQJ���7KLV�PRQWK�ZH�KDYH�D�YLVLW�IURP�5LFK�&ROOLQV��.�836�IURP�WKH�/RQJ�,V�
ODQG�&:�*URXS��7KH\�DUH�ELJ�RQ�DOO�WKLQJV�&:—FODVVHV��VHWXSV��NH\V��SURMHFWV��HWF��5LFK�ZLOO�
EH�EULQJLQJ�VRPH�RI�KLV�NH\�FROOHFWLRQ�� 
 
7LPLQJ�RQ�WKLV�LV�JUHDW�IRU�XV—DV�DOO�WKH�$55/�PHPEHUV�NQRZ��S����RI�467��WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�
WKH�$55/�467�NH\�FRPSHWLWLRQ��2XU�RZQ��7UHDVXUHU—-XHUJHQ�0DOQHU��19�4�ZRQ�LQ�WKH�
SDGGOH�FDWHJRU\�IRU�KLV�2SWR-.H\HU��6R��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�5LFK¶V�NH\V��PD\EH�VRPH�RI�RXU�PHP�
EHUV�ZLOO�EULQJ�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�LQWHUHVWLQJ�RQHV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�2SWR-.H\HU��7RXFK�EDVH�ZLWK�/DU�
U\�WR�PDNH�VXUH�ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH���%HQFKHUV��-� 
 

2FWREHU����� 

�������������������ʹͲͳͻ Page 1 

 

                     
 

NEAR-Fest (the twice a year New England Ham Festival is the weekend of Oct 11 & 
12 2019. Camping, vendors, swap meet, tech stuff, exams, etc. It’s a 2.5-3 hr drive from 
our area. It’s at the Deerfield NH fairgrounds, so it’s kind of he country cousin to Box-
boro vs at a hotel convention center. It should also be a nice ride since the leaves are 
starting to turn colors. 

There are a couple of vacancies on the Board—Programs and At Large. There will be a 
change at Secretary after the end of this year. So if you are interested in becoming 
more involved in this group—contact Larry at the meeting and let him know you are 
interested.  

And don’t forget—membership renewal—dues are due!! See John K1VOI at the meet-
ing.  

73, John N1JIE 

The Swap / Sell table is back in action!— Bring your old stuff, get some new to you 
stuff. Check in / mark your stuff when you get to the meeting. 

Hey—if you are going somewhere in radio world—whether it’s to HRO in Nashua, 
ARRL headquarters, Boxboro or field day, and you have room for a passenger—let 
folks know on the FB page or Larry W1AST has agreed to be a clearinghouse via 
email (W1AST@arrl.net) for rideshares. If you are looking for a ride—the same ap-
plies. If ya don’t ask, ya don’t get ;-) 

Let’s look out for each other, and help others participate in our hobby. Thanks Larry 
for helping by being a contact point.  

Fox Hunt Alert!!! 

:H��+&5$��ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�WU\�
DQG�JHW�WRJHWKHU�WR�IR[�KXQW��7KLV�
LV�D�JUHDW�ZD\�WR�SUDFWLFH�ZLWK�WKH�
DQWHQQD���DWWHQXDWRU�WKDW�ZDV�EXLOW�
HDUOLHU��/DUU\�KDV�EHHQ�HPDLOLQJ��
SRVWLQJ�RQ�WKH�)%�SDJH�DQG�ZHE�
SDJH�ZLWK�SURSRVHG�GDWHV—NHHS�
DQ�H\H�RXW�IRU�QHZ�GDWHV�� 

%ULQJ� 

· �P�+7��IXOO�EDWWHU\� 

· $QWHQQD�DGDSWHU�WR�JR�72�
%1&�IURP�\RXU�+7 

· )R[�+XQW�DQWHQQD 

· $WWHQXDWRU�IURP�WKH�EXLOG�
FODVV� 

5693�WR�:�$67#DUUO�QHW 
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From The Shack 
Larry Krainson W1AST 

 2FWREHU�LV�IDVW�DSSURDFKLQJ��,W·V�EDUHO\���ZHHNV�DZD\�DV�,�FRPSRVH�
WKLV��7KDW�PHDQV�WKH�IDOO�FRQWHVW�VHDVRQ�DQG�PRUH�DFWLYLW\�RQ�WKH�KDP�EDQGV�DV�
SHRSOH�DUH�LQVLGH�PRUH��0RUH�WLPH�IRU�UDGLR� 

2XU�2FWREHU��WK�PHHWLQJ�EULQJV�P\�IULHQG�5LFK�&ROOLQV��.�836�XS�IURP�/RQJ�
,VODQG��1<�WR�WDON�DERXW�DOO�WKLQJV�&:��5LFK�LV�D�G\QDPLF��HQHUJHWLF�DQG�H[FLW�
LQJ�JX\�ZKR�ORYHV�DOO�WKLQJV�&:��+H�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�FR-IRXQGHUV�RI�WKH�/RQJ�,V�
ODQG�&:�&OXE��KWWSV���ORQJLVODQGFZFOXE�RUJ�����ZKLFK�WHDFKHV�DQG�WUDLQV�RQ�DOO�
DVSHFWV�RI�&:��,W·V�DQ�RQOLQH�FRXUVH�ZLWK�PHPEHUV�IURP�QHDU�DQG�IDU��5LFK�LV�
DOVR�EULQJLQJ�VRPH�RI�KLV�&:�NH\�DQG�3DGGOH�FROOHFWLRQ�WR�VKDUH�ZLWK�XV��0DQ\�
RI�KLV�FROOHFWLRQ�KDYH�VRPH�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�KLVWRU\�WLHG�WR�WKHP� 

5LFK�LV�DOVR�DQ�DPD]LQJ�FRRN��+H�LV�EULQJLQJ�WKRVH�FRRNLQJ�VNLOOV�WR�WKH�+&5$�
IRU�WKH������)LHOG�'D\�ZHHNHQG�QH[W�-XQH��)RUJHW�WKH�KDPEXUJV�DQG�KRW�GRJV��
ZH�DUH�LQ�IRU�D�FXOLQDU\�WUHDW�WKDW�ZLOO�QHYHU�EH�IRUJRWWHQ� 

7KH�+&5$�LV�DOVR�KROGLQJ�D�ORRN�DQG�WU\�DW�PHPEHUV�RZQ�FZ�SDGGOHV�DQG�NH\V��
7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�RVFLOODWRUV�WR�WHVW�VWUDLJKW�NH\V��VLQJOH�DQG�GXDO�WKXPE�SLHFH�SDG�
GOHV�DQG�PD\EH�D�IHZ�RWKHU�LQWHUHVWLQJ�GHYLFHV��,�ZLOO�EULQJ�P\�%HJDOL�7UDYHOHU��
,�XUJH�DOO�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�WKDW�KDYH�D�NH\�RU�SDGGOH�WR�HPDLO�PH�
�Z�DVW#DUUO�QHW��DQG�WHOO�PH�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�EULQJLQJ�VR�ZH�GRQ·W�KDYH�GXSOL�
FDWHV��7KLV�ZD\�ZH�ZRQ·W�KDYH���SHRSOH�EULQJLQJ�WKHLU�%HQFKHUV�LQ�ZKHQ�MXVW�
RQH�ZLOO�GR��0RVW�RI�XV�WKDW�GR�FZ�KDYH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�RU�WZR�NH\V�SDGGOHV��
%ULQJ�LQ�DW�OHDVW�RQH��RU�PRUH��DQG�OHW�RWKHUV�WU\�WKHP��+RSHIXOO\�LW�ZLOO�JHW�
RWKHUV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�FZ�DQG�PD\EH�SODQW�WKH�LGHD�RI�SXUFKDVLQJ�D�QHZ�NH\�RU�

SDGGOH� 

7KH�NH\�SDGGOH�VKRZFDVH�DQG�WU\�RXW�ZLOO�UXQ������SP�WR������SP�ULJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�2FWREHU�PHHWLQJ� 

9DQHVVD��:�,5/�LV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�LGHDV�IRU�D�SUH-PHHWLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VHVVLRQ�EHWZHHQ������DQG������SP�WLPH�IUDPH��7KHVH�
PLQL�VHVVLRQV�DUH�DLPHG�DW�QHZ�KDPV��DQG�DQ\RQH�LQWHUHVWHG��6RPH�SRVVLEOH�VXEMHFWV�DUH��WKH�QR-WDQJOH�ZD\�RI�FRLOLQJ�
URSH��FDEOH��FRD[�DQG�ZLUH��&KLUS�+7�SURJUDPPLQJ�VRIWZDUH��6:5�DQG�ZKDW�LW�UHDOO\�WHOOV�\RX��EDVLF�VROGHULQJ�	�XQVRO�
GHULQJ�VNLOOV��EXLOGLQJ�D�GLSROH�DQWHQQD�DQG�RWKHU�LGHDV��$V�WKH\�JHW�VFKHGXOHG��WKH�VXEMHFWV�ZLOO�EH�DQQRXQFHG�VR�\RX�FDQ�
DWWHQG� 

1HDU-)HVW��KWWSV���QHDU-IHVW�FRP����LV�FRPLQJ�XS�WKH�ZHHNHQG�RI�2FWREHU���WK�	���WK��7KLV�LV�1HZ�(QJODQG·V�ODUJHVW�KDP�
IOHD�PDUNHW��,W·V�KHOG�XS�LQ�'HHUILHOG��1+��,W·V�DOZD\V�DQ�HQMR\DEOH�WULS�DQG�WKHUH�LV�ORWV�DQG�ORWV�RI�VWXII�WKHUH��0D\EH�
VRPHWKLQJ�ZLOO�FDWFK�\RXU�H\H"�,�KRSH�WR�EH�XS�WKHUH�RQ�6DWXUGD\�WKH���WK�DQG�KRSH�WR�VHH�\RX�WKHUH� 

2FWREHU�DQG�1RYHPEHU�DOVR�EULQJ�ELJ�';�FRQWHVWV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�$55/�DQG�&4�0DJD]LQH��$�JRRG�SODFH�WR�FKHFN��DQG�
VHH�ZKDW�FRQWHVWV�DUH�FRPLQJ�XS�LV���KWWSV���ZZZ�FRQWHVWFDOHQGDU�FRP���� 

&RQWHVWV�DUH�DOVR�D�JUHDW�FKDQFH�WR�ZRUN�';�WKDW�\RX�QRUPDOO\�GR�QRW�KHDU��2QFH�\RX�KDYH�ZRUNHG�\RXU�';�DQG�LW·V�LQ�
\RXU�ORJ��WKHQ�XSORDG�\RXU�ORJ�WR�&OXEORJ�FRP��,W·V�IUHH�DQG�\RX�FDQ�FRPSDUH�\RXU�UHVXOWV�WR�WKRVH�RI�RWKHU�+&5$�PHP�
EHUV��7KDW·V�DOZD\V�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�IXQ�DQG�D�OLWWOH�PRWLYDWRU�WR�JR�FKDVH�WKH�QH[W�RQH�WRR� 

2QFH�DW�&OXE/RJ��LI�\RX·UH�QRW�DOUHDG\�VLJQHG�XS��VLJQ�XS�IRU�IUHH��7KHQ�XQGHU�/HDJXH�7DEOHV��FKRRVH�';&&�/HDJXHV��LQ�
WKH�GURS�GRZQ�FKRRVH�+&5$��+HUH�LV�D�VFUHHQ�VKRW�RI�WKH�PHQX�RSWLRQV� 
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1�)- 1�)- 

1�)- 

1�)- N1FJ 

 

,W·V�RIILFLDO��7KH�+&5$���P�1HW�KDV�UHWXUQHG��0DUFHO��$$�:+�LV�WKH�QHW�FRQWURO��7KH�QHW�VWDUWV�DW������SP���������
*07�RQ��������0+]��,W·V�D�FKDQFH�WR�JHW�RQ�WKH�DLU�ORFDOO\�RQ����DQG�OHDUQ�DERXW�ZKDW�HYHU\RQH�KDV�EHHQ�XS�WR�KDP�
UDGLR�ZLVH��,W·V�D�IXQ�JHW�WRJHWKHU�DQG�ZH�PLJKW�WU\�VRPH�6679�RU�RWKHU�PRGHV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�XVHG�RQ����WRR��&RPH�MRLQ�
LQ�WKH�IXQ� 

2FWREHU�FRQWLQXHV�WKH�+&5$�PHPEHUVKLS�GULYH��:H·G�OLNH�WR�JHW�HYHU\RQH�UHQHZHG�DW�WKH�2FWREHU�PHHWLQJ��,I�\RX·UH�
D�PHPEHU�RU�ZDQW�WR�EHFRPH�D�PHPEHU��WKHQ�SOHDVH�EULQJ�\RXU�����GXHV�ZLWK�\RX�RQ�2FWREHU��WK��+HUH�LV�D�PHPEHU�
VKLS�DSSOLFDWLRQ��KWWS���ZZZ�KFUD�RUJ�PHPEHUVKLS�� 

7KH�+&5$�%,*�UDIIOH�WLFNHWV�DUH�RIILFLDOO\�QRZ�RQ�VDOH��7KH�+RQGD�(8����L�,QYHUWHU�JHQHUDWRU�ZDV�WKH�LWHP�WKDW�KDG�
WKH�PRVW�YRWHV�LQ�RXU�)DFHERRN�SROO��<HDUV�DJR��ZKHQ�WKH�FOXE�VWDUWHG�GRLQJ�D�ELJ�UDIIOH��ZH�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�+RQGD�JHQHU�
DWRUV��:H�UXQ���RI�WKHVH�JHQHUDWRUV�IRU�)LHOG�'D\�DQG�WKH\�VLS�IXHO��5XQQLQJ���ULJV�DQG�FRPSXWHUV��ZH�EDUHO\�XVH���
JDOORQV�RI�JDV�WRWDO�DQG�WKH\�DUH�VR�TXLHW��,·G�ORYH�WR�RZQ�RQH�P\VHOI��+HUH·V�VRPH�LQIR�RQ�LW��KWWSV���
SRZHUHTXLSPHQW�KRQGD�FRP�JHQHUDWRUV�DOO-QHZ-HX����L� 

/DVW�$SULO�ZH�KDG�D�)R[�+XQW�6KDUH�WKH�.QRZOHGJH�VHVVLRQ�ZKHUH�WDSH�PHDVXUH���PHWHU�EHDPV�ZHUH�EXLOW�DV�ZDV�D�
DWWHQXDWRU��7KH�VHVVLRQ�ZDV�D�ELJ�VXFFHVV�ZLWK����SDUWLFLSDQWV�DWWHQGLQJ�DQG�HYHU\RQH�KDG�JUHDW�IXQ�DQG�DOVR�PDGH�
VRPH�QHZ�IULHQGV� 

:RUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�SRSXODULW\�RI�WKDW�VHVVLRQ��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VHH�WKH�FOXE�VWDUW�GRLQJ�VRPH�IR[�KXQWV��:H�FDQ�VWDUW�VPDOO�
WR�JHW�HYHU\RQH�PRUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WDNLQJ�UHDGLQJV��SORWWLQJ�WKRVH�UHDGLQJV�DQG�ILQGLQJ�WKH�IR[��,W·V�D�KHFN�RI�D�ORW�RI�
IXQ��,·YH�VHQW�RXW�D�SROO�YLD�HPDLO�DQG�RQ�WKH�+&5$�)DFHERRN�SDJH�IRU�WKH�EHVW�GD\�DQG�WLPH�WR�GR�KXQWV��3OHDVH�WDNH�
WKH�WLPH�WR�HLWKHU�HPDLO�PH�\RXU�EHVW�WLPHV�RU�VHOHFW�RQ�)DFHERRN��,·P�KRSLQJ�ZH�FDQ�JHW�D�IHZ�KXQWV�LQ�EHIRUH�WKH�
HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU��0\�JRDO�LV�WR�KDYH�DW�OHDVW�D�IHZ�RI�XV�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�1HZ�<HDUV�'D\�)R[�+XQW�SXW�RQ�E\�WKH�%HDUV�
RI�0DQFKHVWHU��1HZ�<HDUV�'D\������KDG�P\VHOI��:$�2-1�DQG�:0�%�DV�ZHOO�DV�17�.�RXW�KXQWLQJ�DQG�ZH�DOO�KDG�D�
EODVW��,·P�KRSLQJ�PRUH�IRU�+&5$�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�WKLV�FRPLQJ�1HZ�<HDUV��$�IHZ�SUDFWLFH�KXQWV�JURZLQJ�LQWR�UHJXODU�KXQWV�
ZLOO�KHOS� 

 

7KDW·V�DOO�IRU�QRZ��6R�PDQ\�H[FLWLQJ�KDP�UDGLR�WKLQJV�JRLQJ�RQ��WKHUH·V�VRPHWKLQJ�IRU�HYHU\RQH�� 

 

/DUU\�:�$67 

:�$67#DUUO�QHW 

From The Shack Continued 



Page 4 ���������������������ʹͲͳͻ 

 

Scheduled meetingS and SpeakerS:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything you wanted to know about Mag Loop Antennas by Ted Robinson, 
K1QAR  

Rich Collins, K2UPS of the Long Island CW Group & showcase his key collec-
tion  

The Amazing Transatlantic Feat of 1901 by Marconi – K1ZM, Jeff via Skype as 
he is in PEI  

The annual HCRA / MTARA Holiday party 

Bob Hassett Springfield emergency preparedness & EOC facility  

Bob, K1YO – ARES and it’s recent come back in Western MA  

Rob Macedo KC1DY talks all about Skywarn and how important it is for weather 
tracking  

Show & Tell — members bring in their projects and show them off!! 

Marty Sullaway, NN1C: Team Exuberance – teens and contesting  

Elections, Field Day and more?  
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ARRL Stuff   
Things are happening in the world of Amateur Radio. ARRL is our advocate for Government, edu-
cation and organization. I hope everyone that is a member of HCRA is also a member of ARRL.  

Technical competition 

A lot of us know of, and participate in radio contesting. ARRL also works at technical competition. 
The very well known Antenna issue—where members submit plans and technical information on 
antenna designs, and are judged on the effectiveness and completeness of their work. This month 
was the key competition. Juergen, NV1Q win in the paddle area, but all of them were great—the 
steampunk themed straight key of W6FIF was beautiful—as ornate as Juergen’s was clean and 
functional. There was also an honorable mention for the “Frank-in-key”, a Halloween themed 
straight key using a lot of 3d printing for parts. So while the competition is all about technology and 
effectiveness, there is room for individuality and fun.  

Propagation information  

Propagation is a funny thing, and quite honestly, even with an Extra ticket, it’s something I don’t understand well. But 
hey, the ARRL does! And each month publishes a chart for each region, for each band, for the month letting you know 
the probability of good propagation. Kinda like the weather forecast, but for radio! 

The link here: http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Propagation%20Charts/10east70.pdf will get you something like this:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are other propagation sites—Carol W1LGU puts up the Space Weather Woman 
(https://www.facebook.com/spaceweatherwoman/) periodically on the FB page and there is always VOACAP for 
individual custom calculations and predictions. But as a barefooter with a wire—100w and a folded dipole at 30 
ft—propagation info is helpful—tells me whether I should fire up the radio or sit by the fire ;-) 

 

 

Membership is just $49/yr, less than a weekly coffee at Cumbys... 

To learn more about membership, and how it can help you—http://www.arrl.org/membership 
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Speaking of contesting—here is a great writeup by one of our nearby parts suppliers—Quicksilver Radio of Meriden, 
CT.  

The arrival of Autumn means it's also time for the major Ham Radio contests.  The biggest of all is the CQ World-Wide contest.  This year 
the Phone (SSB) portion is October 26-27, and CW is November 23-24. Visit www.cqww.com for info.  Another biggie is the ARRL Sweep-
stakes.  CW is November 2-4, Phone is November 16-18.  Visit www.arrl.org for details. 
Now I'm, at best, a casual contester.  My modest station includes a 100W HF rig and a wire antenna up about 30 feet.  Squarely in "Peanut 
Whistle" territory, for sure, compared to many others.  But I do enjoy getting on the air and working stations all over the US and the 
world.  With just a bit of effort, you can often get your Worked All States, or DXCC Award, in a single weekend.  If you're new to HF, or con-
testing, here are ten tips for you.  But before we even get started though, now is the time to inspect your station and antenna system.  Replace 
old and lossy coax and frayed support ropes.  Clean up connections and shack wiring.  Or finally install that Bandblaster you keep meaning to 
put up.  What?? You still haven't passed your General Class License test?  Take a look at my tips for passing here.  Find an exam session, and 
join the fun. 
#1. Read the contest rules.  Understand what bands you can use, what your entry category will be, and what the "exchange" is.  Simply, 
that's the information you will give to the other station and he/she will give to you.  In the CQWW, for example, you send them a signal report 
and your CQ "Zone".  Since I live in the Eastern US, I'm in Zone 5, so I would send "59 05".  Note that by tradition, in a contest everyone has a 
59 or 599 signal. 
#2.  Get with the program.  Specifically, a logging program.  There are quite a few options out there.  My personal choice is the N1MM Log-
ger  It's free and has an amazing array of features.  It's updated regularly, and has an extremely active online support community.  It also in-
terfaces with just about any modern HF radio you might own. 
There is a bit of a learning curve involved, so you don't want to wait until the last minute to install it and familiarize yourself with it.  Get 
it now, connect your rig, and spend a little time with it.  You might want to start a "fake contest" -- select CQWW, for instance, and enter some 
calls.  Get to understand the entry window, and what other windows you might or might not want open during the contest.  After you enter a 
few dozen fictitious contacts, make sure that the program will produce a Cabrillo file with an accurate score and summary.  Hint:  If it doesn't, 
the problem is in your setup, not the program itself.  And finally -- don't get into the habit of hearing a station, writing his call and info 
down on paper, and then entering it in the computer.  This only wastes time and leads to more mistakes.  Enter it straight into the program.  
And if you already have logging software installed, make sure you have the latest upgrades and support files installed and working. 
#3.  More Butt-in-Chair-Operating-Time = more contacts. Turn off distractions like texting, Facebook, e-mail, TV, broadcast radio, etc.  
Concentrate.  But don't forget to take breaks.  For 5 minutes every hour, get up, stretch, get some fresh air and a glass of water or a cup of cof-
fee.  
#4.  Set an achievable goal.  Face it.  If you're not an experienced contester with a "Big Gun" station (yet!) you're not going to win. But you 
can certainly try to beat your score in last year's contest.  Or work DXCC in a weekend.  Or outscore your buddy across town.       
#5.  Study propagation, and get a sense of what bands are likely to be open to areas you want to work, and at what times.  This will help you 
come up with a basic plan. But remember that band openings can occur at any time, so if you're operating in a category that allows it, keep an 
eye on the DX cluster because those openings can often be brief but intense. 
#6.  Don't waste time in pileups, especially early in the contest.  Particularly if you have a Little Pistol station like mine.  Sure, give those 
rare ones a call or two, you may get lucky.  But you're competing with guys running plenty of power into big antennas.  Go back to them later in 
the contest, after they've worked all the Big Guns.  Often enough they'll be begging for contacts and you'll work them easily. 
#7.  Work those mults!  Most contests include "multipliers" in their scoring system.  Basically, your score is calculated like this:  You get a set 
number of points for each contact.  Then, depending on the contest, you get one mult for each country, or each state, or each something that you 
work.  Multiply your points by the number of mults, and that's your total score.  You can see that each mult makes a much bigger difference in 
your score than another contact in the same country or state.  Again, read the rules for the contest you're operating in. 
#8.  Know those Knobs!  Try to familiarize yourself with the controls on your radio.  Just about every rig has an attenuator, a pre-amp, an RF 
Gain control, and a noise blanker.  Most also include an IF shift or pass-band tuning adjustment.  An old trick that QRP (very low power) opera-
tors use is to turn OFF the pre-amp, and turn ON some attenuation.  That may seem counter-intuitive. But now if a station is loud to you, the 
chances are much better that you're also loud to him.  Let his big antennas and high power do the "heavy lifting".  Similarly, turning down your 
RF gain can knock down a nearby (in frequency) Big Gun so you can work a weaker station.  
#9.  Use standard phonetics.  My call is N1GNV.  Years ago, I enjoyed having a small vegetable garden.  It was kinda fun to announce my 
call as No One Grows Nicer Vegetables on the local repeater or among Ham Radio friends.  But in a contest, that only causes confusion and 
mistakes -- and is considered poor practice.  November One Golf November Victor is what the other guy is expecting to hear.  In noisy or other-
wise difficult conditions I might say "Golf November Victor, Germany Norway Victoria" but that's about it.  Standard Phonetics in contests, 
always. 
#10.  Listen before you call. Make sure you've got the other station's call and exchange.  You can even pre-enter it in your logging software.  
Listen to his pattern.  Does he say "QRZ?" after each contact?  You want to make sure you're transmitting when he's listening.  Work him 
(making sure he's got YOUR call correct!), hit enter, and he's in your log.  Move on to the next one. 
#11.  Bonus Tip:  Many Hams travel to rare locations and assemble stations just for the major contests, particularly CQWW.  In the days lead-
ing up to the event, they'll be testing their equipment on the air.  That can be a great opportunity to test your own setup and snag a few more 
countries at the same time. 
 
Finally -- this is a hobby.  It's supposed to be FUN!!  Enjoy the contest, and I hope to work you on all the bands. 
 
Autumn means the leaves are coming off the trees, but there's still plenty of daylight and no snow.  It's the perfect time to do antenna re-
pair and maintenance, or finally get that upgrade up in the air.  Coax degrades when it's outside.  It's usually a slow process, so you don't 
notice it.  But now's the time to give your old feedline the heave-ho and replace it with premium quality cable.  I'm proud to say that all of 
my coax is American made.  Sadly, there's a lot of inferior grade cable out there.  When you see those "bargain bin" specials on Amazon and 
Ebay, think twice.  You spent good money on your rig and put a lot of effort into your antenna.  Don't let lossy coax eat up your power! 
The same holds true for your antenna support rope.  My double-braided Dacron/Polyester rope is designed for antennas.  It's UV resistant with 
low stretch and very good abrasion resistance.  Get the good stuff! 
 
7KDW
V�DOO�IRU�WKLV�RQH��IRONV� �%H�FDUHIXO�RXW�WKHUH��� 
����-RKQ�%HH�1�*19 
ZZZ�TVUDGLR�FRP   
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DOTS & DASHES:     7KLQJV�,�FDQ¶W�WKLQN�ZKHUH�WR�SXW��EXW�DUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ� 

Interesting  Ham Radio Web Site: 

Area Swap/Hamfests: 
 
2FW���-�� 1($5-)HVW     'HHUILHOG��1+  KWWSV���QHDU-IHVW�FRP�  

Upcoming Contests (just a few…) 
 
Ongoing (all year) 
Jan 1-Dec 31 Canada POTA (all year)   https://cnpota.ca/    All 
Jan 1-Dec 31 US Islands 25th ann (all yr)  http://usislands.org/    All 
 
October 
Many QSO parties—a couple every weekend—a good chance to setup your rig, tune up your logging program. 
 
Oct 26-27 CQ Woldwide DX Contest  www.cqww.com     Ph 
 
Many more contests listed at: http://www.arrl.org/contests or https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html  
 
Don’t forget special event stations— http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations These are fun contacts, usually 
with a special QSL card or certificate.  

Any other HAM Radio club website: 
 
Got an email from a former coworker that retired to TN, Had a link to his club page (he’s the secretary) and it 
got me to thinking. There are a lot of clubs around, most have  a web page, or FB page, and all have information 
and links to information, They all have their own flavor and focus—be it UHF/VHF, HF, Contesting, Licensing, 
ARES, etc.  There are some very well known ones—Long Island CW, Yankee Contest Club, Nashua Area Radio 
Society, etc. But there are lots of smaller clubs, that have interesting info on their pages.  
 
So next time you get bored—do a search for Ham Radio Club. Google will start you with ARRL club search, and 
that is a start. But look at the independent clubs too. You may find something on there you didn’t know.  

Special Event Stations: 

Oct 18-19 Mickey Mantle Day   QSL card—14.225 / 14.250 / 7.220 / 3.860 

Oct 18-20 80th Anniv USCG Auxiliary  Multiple regions / districts      



�ůƵď�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�Θ�s��ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ 
ϭƐƚ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ϳ͗ϯϬ�WD͕�,�Z���ůƵď�DĞĞƟŶŐ͕�,ŽͲ
ůǇŽŬĞ�,ŽƐƉŝƚĂů��ƵǆŝůŝĂƌǇ��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ��ĞŶƚĞƌ͕�ϱϳϱ��ĞĞĐŚ�^ƚ͘�
,ŽůǇŽŬĞ�D��ϬϭϬϰϬ�;ŶŽ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ŚĞůĚ�ŝŶ�:ƵůǇ�Žƌ��ƵŐƵƐƚ͘Ϳ�
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŚĐƌĂ͘ŽƌŐͬŵĞĞƟŶŐ-ůŽĐĂƟŽŶͬ 

ϯƌĚ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ϳ͗ϯϬ�WD͕�Dd�Z���ůƵď�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕�
ZĞĚ��ƌŽƐƐ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͕�ϭϱϬ��ƌŽŽŬĚĂůĞ��ƌ͘�^ƉƌŝŶŐĮĞůĚ͕�DĂƐƐ͘�
;ŶŽ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ŚĞůĚ��ŝŶ�:ƵůǇ�Žƌ��ƵŐƵƐƚͿ 

ϰƚŚ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ϲ͗ϬϬ�WD͕�dĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶ͕�'ĞŶĞƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�
�ǆƚƌĂ��ůĂƐƐ�>ŝĐĞŶƐĞ��ǆĂŵƐ͕�,ŽůǇŽŬĞ�,ŽƐƉŝƚĂů��ƵǆŝůŝĂƌǇ��ŽŶͲ
ĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ��ĞŶƚĞƌ͕��ϱϳϱ��ĞĞĐŚ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕�,ŽůǇŽŬĞ͕�DĂƐƐ͘�,ŽƐƚĞĚ�
ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�tĞƐƚĞƌŶ�DĂƐƐ�s��dĞĂŵ�;tDs�dͿ͘��ŽŶƚĂĐƚ͗���ĂǀŝĚ�
�ŽƚĞ͕��ǁϭĨĂďΛĂƌƌů͘ŶĞƚ 

^ĞĐŽŶĚ�DŽŶĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ϳ͗ϬϬ�WD͕�&ƌĂŶŬůŝŶ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�
�ŵĂƚĞƵƌ�ZĂĚŝŽ��ůƵď�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕�'ƌĞĞŶĮĞůĚ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ��ŽůͲ
ůĞŐĞ͕��ĂƐƚ��ůĚŐ͘�Zŵ�ϭϭϬ�;ŶŽ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ŚĞůĚ�ŝŶ�:ƵůǇ͕��ƵŐƵƐƚ͕�
�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ—ĐŚĞĐŬ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞͿ��ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĨĐĂƌĐ͘ŽƌŐͬ 

ϰƚŚ�DŽŶĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͕�DĂǇ͕��ƵŐƵƐƚ͕�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϳ͗ϬϬ�
WD͕�&��Z��s���ǆĂŵƐ͕��ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĨĐĂƌĐ͘ŽƌŐͬ 

-RLQ�WKH�$55/�RU�UHQHZ�\RXU�PHPEHUVKLS� 
$55/�PHPEHUV�HQMR\� 

· �467�0DJD]LQH 

· �0HPEHUV-2QO\�:HE�6HUYLFHV 

· �7HFKQLFDO�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6HUYLFH� 

· �0HPEHU�'LVFRXQWV 

· �2XWJRLQJ�46/�6HUYLFH 

· �&RQWLQXLQJ�(GXFDWLRQ� 

· �$55/�DV�DQ�$GYRFDWH 

· �5HJXODWRU\�,QIRUPDWLRQ�%UDQFK 

· �3XEOLF�5HODWLRQV�IRU�$PDWHXU�5DGLR 

· �$55/�)LHOG�2UJDQL]DWLRQ 

· �$55/-VSRQVRUHG�FRQWHVWV 

· �2SHUDWLQJ�$ZDUGV 

· �/RFDO�&OXEV� 

· �$PDWHXU�5DGLR�(PHUJHQF\�6HUYLFH 

· �+DPIHVWV�DQG�&RQYHQWLRQV 

· �9ROXQWHHU�([DPLQHU�&RRUGLQDWRU�3URJUDP 

ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘Ăƌƌů͘ŽƌŐͬŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ 
 

 
,�Z��ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ůŝƐƚ 

 
3UHVLGHQW���/DUU\�.UDLQVRQ��:�$67�� 
  Z�DVW#DUUO�QHW������������������ 
9LFH-3UHVLGHQW���9DQHVVD�2TXHQGR�:�,5/ 
 ��ZHEPDVWHU#KFUD�RUJ 
7UHDVXUHU���-XHUJHQ�0DOQHU��19�4 
�����������������QY�T#DUUO�QHW 
6HFUHWDU\��+DUROG��:RHULQJ��1�)73 
�����������������Q�IWS#\DKRR�FRP 
3URJUDPV���9DFDQW 
0HPEHUVKLS��-RKQ�3ODVWHU��.�92, 
�����������������N�YRLBMS#FKDUWHU�QHW 
7HFKQLFDO���1DMP�&KRXHLU\�$%�=$� 
  QMF�#FR[�QHW�� 
$W�/DUJH��9DFDQW 
1HZVOHWWHU��-RKQ�(ZHOO�1�-,(� 
  Q�MLH#DUUO�QHW 
:HE�3DJH��9DQHVVD�2TXHQGR�:�,5/ 
 ��ZHEPDVWHU#KFUD�RUJ 
 
7KHUH�DUH�RSHQLQJV�RQ�WKH�%RDUG—SOHDVH�FRQ�
WDFW�D�%RDUG�PHPEHU�LI�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�
EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�FOXE�� 
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>ŽĐĂů�ŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐƐ 

^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ͗ �Ϭϴϰϱ �͗tĞƐƚĞƌŶ�DĂƐƐ��ŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�EĞƚ�ϭϰϲ ϵ͘ϰ �͕W>�ϭϮϳ ϯ͘�-�
tϭdKDͬZ 
&ŝƌƐƚ�DŽŶĚĂǇ �͗̂ ŽƵƚŚǁŝĐŬ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů�Z��� �̂�ƌŝůů͕ �ϭϴϰϱ �͕ϭϰϲ͘ϰϵ�̂ ŝŵͲ
ƉůĞǆ 
DŽŶĚĂǇƐ͗ �ϭϵϯϬ �͗,�Z��ϭϬŵ�EĞƚ�Ϯϴ ϯ͘ϳϱ� 
dƵĞƐĚĂǇƐ͗ �ϭϵϯϬ-ϮϬϬϬ �͗ϭϰϲ͘ϵϰ �͕W>�ϭϮϳ ϯ͘�-�tϭdKDͬZ�-�,ĂŵƉƐŚŝƌĞ�
�ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�EĞƚ 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ͗ �ϭϵϯϬ �͗Dd�Z��/ŶĨŽ�ŶĞƚ�ϭϰϲ͘ϵϰ �͕W>�ϭϮϳ͘ϯ�-�tϭdKDͬZ�
-�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ed �̂EĞƚ 
ϮϬϬϬ �͗Dd�Z��̂ ǁĂƉ�ŶĞƚ͗ �ϭϰϲ͘ϵϰ �͕W>�ϭϮϳ͘ϯ�-�tϭdKDͬZ 
ϮϬϬϬ �͗Dd�Z��̂ ŝŵƉůĞǆ�EĞƚ�-�ƐƚĂƌƚƐ�ŽŶ�ϭϰϲ͘ϵϰ�-�W>�ϭϮϳ͘ϯ �͕ƚŚĞŶ�ŐŽĞƐ�
ƚŽ�ϭϰϲ͘ϰϮ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�;ƐŝŵƉůĞǆͿ�hƐƵĂůůǇ�ƐƚĂƌƚƐ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐǁĂƉ�ŶĞƚ͘  
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ͗ �ϮϭϬϬ �͗tĞĂƚŚĞƌ�EĞƚ�;ZŽŐĞƌ͕ �<ϭW�/�EĞƚ��ŽŶƚƌŽůͿ͕ �ϭƐƚ�
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŵŽŶƚŚ �͗ϭϰϳ͘ϬϵϬ�D,ǌ͕ ��ůů�ŽƚŚĞƌ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ͗ �
ϭϰϳ͘ϬϬϬ �͕W>�ϭϮϳ͘ϯ�-�tϭdKDͬZ 
 

ϮŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ϰƚŚ�&ƌŝĚĂǇƐ �͗ϭϮϬϬ �͗�� Ɛ͛�;�ƌŽǁŶ��ĂŐŐĞƌƐ�>ƵŶĐŚĞŽŶͿ� 
�DƵŶŝĐŚ�,ŽƵƐĞ 
ϭϯ��ĞŶƚĞƌ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƚ 
�ŚŝĐŽƉĞĞ �͕D��ϬϭϬϭϯ 

�ǆƉĞĐƚ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϲ�ĂŶĚ�ϭϮ�ĂƚƚĞŶĚĞĞƐ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ �͘'ŽŽĚ�ĨŽŽĚ �͕ŐƌĞĂƚ�
ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ  ͊



+DPSGHQ�&RXQW\�5DGLR�$VVRFLDWLRQ 
3�2��%R[���� 
$JDZDP��0$������-���� 

,ĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ĐŽƉǇ�
ŽĨ��ĞƌŽ��ĞĂƚ͊ 


