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Welcome New Members

David Cayen, WN1E
Bill Larned, KA1IWHT

Angela "Jay" Thomas, KAIKGW

Have you renewed your

membership yet? Memberships

expire on August 31 of each year.
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From the Editor:

L et's start off with a correction for the September issue. In the Field
Day Photos, Larry, KD1RYV, is shown operating SSB in a tent

alongside another ham. That other ham is David, KC1HUF, not his

brother John, N1CB. Sorry for the error, guys!

In this issue, I've rounded up some fun articles spanning a range
of topics. Start with the President's column to read about Ez's efforts to
keep the club doing all the fun activities members have said they enjoy,
and also some new ideas he's been working on. After that, check out a
report from a couple of the public service events the Franklin County
Amateur Radio Club (FCARC) worked on this summer. Those types of
events are great practice for emergency communication.

Speaking of emergency communication, Charles "Smitty"
Smith, KC1IKA, has sent us a great article on Skywarn activity in our
area this year. Smitty is very active in Skywarn, which is a wonderful
program for anyone interested in using their radio skills to help their
community.

73 de Alan, ABIXW

October 3 Meeting

Join us on October 3, 2025 at the Holyoke Medical Center's
Auxiliary Conference Center for our monthly general meeting.
Doors open at 19:00 for coffee, snacks, and socializing, and the
meeting starts at 19:30. This month, we'll be hearing from our own
Gary Thomas, AA1UE, who will talk about FT8 and its lesser-known
cousin, JS8Call. Yes, you can have real conversations on digital modes!



From the President’s Desk

Breaking Bread

was so delighted to meet many of you at the

September club meeting, a gathering that quickly

bloomed with warmth and laughter. By
associating faces with callsigns, we witnessed
firsthand how introductions transformed group
dynamics into something warmer and more
collaborative. The act of introducing ourselves and
connecting names to faces also made members feel
more at ease sharing their experiences and
suggestions. With the ice broken, discussions became
more genuine; even newcomers contributed their
perspectives, knowing their voices would be heard.
Careful listening flourished as people felt valued, not
just as operators behind a microphone, but as
individuals with stories, skills, and aspirations. We
sincerely thank Smitty KC1IKA for providing coffee
and cookies, which created a welcoming atmosphere.
These small acts of kindness made the event more

enjoyable and highlighted how welcoming our club
can be.

We asked each member, “What would you like
to see the club doing and how you can help?”, with a
goal of identifying areas of interest and determining
how the club can nurture and support them. We’ve
received many valuable suggestions and have worked
to incorporate them. We hope the following
paragraphs accurately reflect your feedback. Members
put forward many suggestions, including ideas for
collaboration, youth involvement, educational
initiatives, event organization, and operational support
for the club. For example, members proposed
organizing a mentorship program for newcomers and
hosting workshops to teach practical radio
communication skills. These discussions focused on
increasing engagement for members at different
experience levels.

Members offered a variety of suggestions to
boost participation and support learning, highlighting
both hands-on projects and theory-based educational
opportunities. For practical skill-building, activities
such as instrument construction, small kit assembly
(like QRP radios), and regular Foxhunt or Parks on
the Air (POTA) events were proposed. These
initiatives aim not only to improve members’ technical
skills, but also to foster teamwork and camaraderie
within the club. Additionally, members advocated for
expanding learning through theory-based sessions—
such as presentations on radio fundamentals, slow
scan digital modes, and the operation of CW, FT8, and
satellites. By organizing these into structured “Share
the Knowledge” (STK) gatherings, the club can
diversify its educational offerings and provide clear
entry points for members at all skill levels.

Several members said that Field Day remains a
cornerstone event for the club, providing hands-on
experience and essential training in emergency
communications. A member commented,
“Establishing the tower fostered genuine confidence
by giving guest operators practical experience and
training in emergency communications.” This member
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adds that “Club morale soared as participants worked
side-by-side, discovering new skills and deepening
bonds”. Members demonstrated a notable increase in
enthusiasm regarding portable operations, especially
Parks on the Air (POTA). They noted that POTA
events offer similar challenges and teamwork as Field
Day, but on a more frequent basis. The increasing
popularity of these outings has contributed greatly to
the club’s vibrancy, drawing more members to
participate and enjoy the excitement of radio in the
field.

We appreciate all the thoughtful suggestions
submitted and strive to ensure every voice is heard,
especially as we focus on ways members can actively
contribute. The club is enhancing its educational
programs by integrating new technologies, ensuring
members of all ages have opportunities to learn and
grow. For example, we are grateful for the dedication
of our volunteers. Special recognition goes to Bob
Meneguzzo, K1YO, HCRA Technical Director, for
developing the HCRAssist team, as well as all the
volunteers who have agreed to help him. Their
commitment truly strengthens our club’s foundation.
Looking ahead, please watch for a survey designed to
capture your interests and help us prioritize club
resources effectively. Your feedback and involvement
will ensure the club continues to thrive as an
inclusive, innovative, and supportive community.

As the HCRASsist team initiative progresses,
we will continue to support both novice and
experienced radio operators, and especially those
interested in earning an initial license, with their
efforts to engage actively within the radio world. For
support or help, please refer to the contact section on
the HCRA.ORG club website, and submit your email
inquiry under questions, comments, or suggestions.
We encourage you to reach out with any concerns or
inquiries. Our club prioritizes proactive engagement
and does not simply observe from the sidelines. The
success of our organization relies on the dedication
and ambitions of its members.

We encourage every member to participate and
make a meaningful impact on our club’s activities. To
help you envision how you might contribute, we are
currently seeking volunteers for specific roles,
including event planning, technical support during
meetings, outreach programs, and organizing
educational workshops. You don’t need any special
background, just enthusiasm and a willingness to help
or learn.

We truly understand if you’re not available to
volunteer. Not everyone can commit, and that’s
perfectly okay, we all have other responsibilities and
priorities at times. Thank you sincerely for
considering lending your time, and for all the ways
you have already contributed to our club. Your efforts,
whether visible or behind the scenes, are deeply
valued and help shape the welcoming spirit of our
club. Please know that your presence and
participation, in whatever form they take, are always
appreciated.

If you’re interested in volunteering, please
contact any board member—we’re here to guide you
every step of the way. Your involvement strengthens
the club and ensures that our community remains
vibrant and welcoming for everyone. These club
activities thrive on the support and physical assistance
of our members. That’s why a sign-up list has been
circulated, and we sincerely thank those who have
already volunteered. By participating, members help
create memorable experiences and strengthen our club
community. Your involvement brings positive
outcomes for both you and others, making our
gatherings more enjoyable, engaging, and successful.
Together, we can ensure the effective execution of
activities such as the November Auction, December
Holiday Party, April Show and Tell, and June Summer
Field Day.

Following a comprehensive assessment of club
activities, we must inform members that we cannot
support the October Annual Picnic this year. We
reached this decision to allow for thorough planning,
and to ensure there is adequate interest, participation,
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and volunteer assistance from our membership. While
this decision was not taken lightly, the Board
unanimously determined this was the most appropriate
step for the club's ongoing success. We're considering
holding a Board retreat for more effective planning of
these activities and to brainstorm ways to encourage
member participation and support for the club’s
initiatives.

At the November Auction, we’re seeking a
Registration Host, Cash-Out Assistant, and
Spreadsheet Helper. By volunteering, you’ll gain
experience in event operations and connect with other
club members. For December’s Holiday Party, we’re
looking for Event Organizer and Sign-Up Coordinator
volunteers. Helping organize these events is a great
way to meet fellow members and gain experience in
event planning. April’s Show and Tell meeting
requires Equipment Mover and Presentation Support
volunteers. Volunteering here offers a hands-on
opportunity to learn about different radio setups and
strengthen teamwork. For June’s Summer Field Day,
roles include Event Planner, Set-Up Crew, Equipment
Dismantling Team, and Safety Coordinator. This
experience is ideal for developing organizational
skills, working alongside fellow enthusiasts, and
contributing to the club’s major annual event. If you
would like to join the any of these teams, please send
an email through the contact section on the
HCRA.ORG club website and submit your inquiry
under questions, comments, or suggestions.

It is essential for our club to balance leadership
and hands-on involvement, which means both
encouraging initiative and respectfully entrusting
board members with decision-making. By practicing
openness, each member can help steer the club’s
progress. For instance, you can attend monthly
meetings to stay informed and contribute your
perspective, volunteer for new committees or event
teams, or offer constructive feedback during group
discussions. These actions ensure that your voice
helps shape our club’s evolution.

Embracing change is crucial because it not
only allows us to adapt to new technologies and

shifting member interests but also helps our club
remain vibrant and relevant within a rapidly evolving
landscape. By welcoming new ideas, whether it’s
exploring innovative operating modes or updating
events, we strengthen our resilience and ensure that
the club is always moving forward. Change is
inevitable, but openness and kindness help us adapt.

As we move forward together, let’s remain
attentive to new opportunities for engagement,
whether that means lending a hand at an upcoming
event, exploring emerging modes of radio operation,
or simply sharing encouragement with a fellow
member. By fostering an environment where curiosity
and initiative are met with genuine support, we not
only cultivate individual growth but also reinforce the
bonds that make our club resilient and dynamic. Let’s
remain open to fresh perspectives and embrace the
spirit of learning and connection that has long defined
our association, ensuring that each voice is welcomed
and every contribution, large or small, is valued.

Respectful collaboration remains the
cornerstone of our club’s positive culture. Let’s
recognize and celebrate member contributions, such
as publicly thanking volunteers during meetings,
highlighting successful teamwork after club events, or
sharing stories of learning and mentorship in our
newsletters. Supporting one another, sharing credit,
and maintaining an open mind and a kind heart will
help us continue to thrive as a collaborative,
innovative, and welcoming community.

During Shawn Warren (KC1NQE)'s "Parks on
the Air with KC1INQE" presentation at the September
meeting, he noted that the sharing of meals after
POTA activities strengthens group bonds and
encourages new members. This tradition provides
practical benefits while fostering connection within
the group. This is an activity I would like to propose
to each member of this club with the upcoming
planned Holiday Party.

Please support this initiative by joining us to
break bread as we celebrate the spirit of the holiday
season. It's a wonderful opportunity to build
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friendships and strengthen our community. Take
advantage of this gathering to celebrate togetherness
by creating a magical time for reflection, and
cultivating the welcoming spirit that defines our club.

Lastly, let’s remember that amateur radio is
special because of its camaraderie and longstanding
tradition of acknowledgement that promotes strong
neighborly relationships. For example, when someone
initiates a CQ call, which means “I Seek You” and
serves as an open invitation for contact, another
operator may respond by sharing their name, location,
and a signal report (as part of a QSO), concluding
with “73,” a traditional sign-off meaning “best
regards.” These practices foster a sense of belonging,
creating warmth that goes beyond simple greetings
and strengthens our shared purpose. I remember my
first CQ call and the excitement of receiving a
friendly “73” from someone miles away. Moments
like these remind us that we are part of a supportive
network, united by curiosity and kindness. If you have
a story or memory from your own radio journey, I
encourage you to share it in our newsletter. By
opening and connecting with one another, we ensure
this welcoming spirit continues to thrive. This is who
we are.

In conclusion, we sincerely appreciate your
commitment to the Hampden County Radio
Association and the support you bring to our club.
Your membership and involvement play vital roles in
sustaining both the amateur radio hobby and the
organization itself. The association belongs to all its
members, and everyone is encouraged to take
initiative, whether that means reaching out to fellow
members, offering support, or building strong
connections within our club. By participating in club
events and sharing your knowledge, you help create a
vibrant community where everyone can learn and
grow. Let’s be good neighbors and get ready to break
bread.

73,
Ez Moralez -W1AEZ

Dues are Due

We can't do what we do without your
dues.

he annual Hampden County Radio Association

membership expires each year on August 31st,
for everyone who pays their dues yearly. Unless
you've already paid for multiple years in advance,
please renew your membership for 2025-26 if you
haven't done so already. This will keep your
membership current so you can take part in all club
activities.

Annual dues are $15. That’s a lot of ham radio fun for
very little money!

The easiest way to renew is to fill out the online form
and pay via PayPal using the handy link directly
below:

https://hcra.org/online-new-membership-

application-and-renewal/

If you prefer to pay by mail, you'll find a printable
membership form at that site, as well as in the back of
this newsletter. Just print it, fill it out, and send it with
a check for $15 to:

Hampden County Radio Association
P.O. Box 562
Agawam, MA 01001

If you've already renewed your membership, or if you
joined in June or later of this year, then you're all set.
Thanks! Otherwise, please put our dues on your "to
do" list.
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Meeting Calendar

he HCRA meets on the first Friday evening of each month, from September through June. Our general
meetings are at the Holyoke Medical Center's Auxiliary Conference Center. You can find directions on our
web site at https://hcra.org/meeting-location/. The doors open at 19:00 Eastern time for coffee, snacks, and

socializing, and the meeting proper begins at 19:30. After some brief announcements and business, each
meeting features either a guest speaker talking about an exciting ham radio topic, or a special activity. Come

join us - our meetings are fun!

, September 7, 2025

Shawn Warren, KC1NQE, spoke all about the
Connecticut POTA group. This group holds numerous
picnics, activations, and other activities around the
area.

October 3, 2025

Gary Thomas, AA1UE, will take us on a deep dive
into the popular FT8 mode and its cousin, JS8Call.
Find out how to have real conversations with weak
signal digital modes.

November 7, 2025

HCRA's annual auction is back at the November
meeting. This is an auction for all kinds of ham radio
gear and related accessories. Clear out your old gear
and pick up something new. Our auction is known
throughout the region for great deals.

December ?, 2025

The HCRA often holds a holiday party in lieu of the
December meeting. Watch for details as we discuss
this possibility again this year.

January 2, 2026 TBA
February 6, 2026 TBA
March 6, 2026 TBA

April 3, 2026

At our annual Show and Tell meeting, members bring
whatever radio projects they've been working on in the
past year, and show them off to the club. Come tell us
what you've been doing, and get ideas from others'
cool projects.

May 1, 2026

TBA

June 5, 2026

Our June meeting is when we hold our annual election
for club officers, and also discuss and finalize our
Field Day plans.
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FCARC Summer Events
Anne Kring, N1YL

very summer [ start out

excited and a little bit

nervous about our summer
events. These events provide me
the opportunity to make sure my
GO kit is ready for any emergency.
They lead me to charge all my HTs
and make sure I have back up
power supplies. It leads me to
check the programing in my HTs
and my car radio. For each event I
need to check my location, cell
phone coverage, and radio
coverage. I check the protocol
provided for the event and make
sure I have a map showing the
locations of all the other stations, as
well as the names and calls of
participating operators.

The Greenfield Triathalon
was the first FCARC Community Service summer
event. I took no photos of the triathlon because we
were understaffed and thus very busy with bikers,
cars, and runners passing through our intersection in
different directions.

The D2R2 (Deerfield Dirt Road Randonee)
came next, and we had a wonderful day. We arrived
early at our station at 10-mile bridge, where there is
still no cell phone coverage. As always, we assisted
landtrust volunteers to set up the family ride check-in
and the snack stations. Once the family ride began we
enjoyed watching the variety of riders and bicycles
used to allow children as young as 1 to participate
with their families. It again was surprising to see
several families bring their dogs with them on this
event. Two riders had significant issues at our station,

with one person falling without significant injury and
another person needing to be picked up. The event
went smoothly, and we as a group improved with our
communication strategies.

The very next day we spent another full day
outdoors by the beautiful Green River at our station
"Crayfish," at about the 9-mile mark where there is no
cell phone coverage. [Ed: this was for a major local
road rally]. We were fortunate to be at a station that
was fully staffed, and everything went smoothly.

Article and photos courtesy Franklin County Amateur
Radio Club and Anne Kring. For more about our
neighboring club FCARC and their public service
events, check out their website.
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Western MA Skywarn
Charles "Smitty" Smith, KC1IKA

he image to the right shows the insane number

of severe weather warnings from March 26 to

April 6 this year. Thank you to Live Storm
Chasers for posting this on Facebook.

In September, we had five confirmed
tornadoes in a three hour span. Our Skywarn Net
Control, Ez, W1AEZ, was taking so many radio
reports, he wasn’t able to put the mic down to send in
the reports. I was monitoring the net so I took over the
role of logging and forwarding the reports to our
Skywarn chat group, which forwards reports to the
National Weather Service. It was a very busy two hour
shift for Ez, to say the least. I lost commercial power a
few minutes after the start of the net and my internet
went down due to trees taking out the fiber cable in
my area of town about fifteen minutes later.

The big question the Skywarn leadership has
is: is this an indication of what we might be in store
for once our season begins? One of the things I get to
participate in, being the net coordinator for this area,
is to “listen in” on the discussions on the Skywarn
chat group. Last year it was very interesting at times
during our severe season. We had dozens of storms
that started spinning up in the first stages of
generating tornados. A few times this resulted in
funnel clouds, and we also had a few isolated
tornadoes. Fortunately, nothing really big made it to
the ground. It was frequently close enough that I was
standing by, in my shack, ready to transmit the
warning over our repeaters. Hopefully, our luck will
hold this year as well.

The time to get ready for our severe weather
season is now. Those who know me are aware of my
mantra, “if you are always ready, you don’t need to
get ready.” So, please get ready now.

When severe weather is forecast, the watches
are out and the warnings start coming in, knowing
when to self-activate and when to just monitor the
repeaters is the trick. When there is the possibility of

severe weather in this area, I am in constant contact
with the leaders of Skywarn, Rob Macedo, KD1CY
being at the top of the list. Being a Skywarn Net

Live Storm Chasers " - X
Follow

19 - Q

INSANITY: This is what 12 continuous days of
severe weather look like on a map. &

L P

3, 519+ TOTAL WARNINGS

1,230+ Flood Type Warnings
@ 1,705 severe Wamings

584. Tornado Wamnings

Coordinator I follow an invitation-only Skywarn chat
group that discusses the possibilities and probabilities
of what is in store for us. They interface with NWS
and other agencies that Skywarn serves to get
additional information and early discussions of
impending watches or warnings. Sometimes they
determine we should self-activate to provide that extra
level of information to the NWS. If it is a longer event
or at a time I am working, I contact Ez, W1AEZ, Bob,
K1YO, Larry, N1ILWS, and Rich, KC1AEOQ, for
availability and set up a schedule for the four of us.
As a Skywarn member, you can stay aware of
the weather through normal weather channels as well
as the emails and social media posts Rob Macedo and
Ray Webber put out. If it looks like there may be self-
activation you should stay aware of the weather
conditions as they are happening. If it looks like the
weather conditions are deteriorating to possible
Skywarn Criteria, you should monitor the Mt Tom
repeater, 146.940 (or whichever repeater you normally

Zero Beat, September 2025

Page 8



check into for Skywarn nets). If you don’t hear a net
on the repeater, feel free to call out “is there a
Skywarn Net Control on frequency.” If we are typing
up a report or just monitoring the repeater, we will try
to answer your call and take your report. If you get no
response or the repeaters are down, you can always
use the phone number or email information on the
back of your Skywarn member card to post
information.

Call 1-800-330-1147

Spotter L.D.

Report What, Where, and When

SKYWARN

WEATHER.GOV-

National Weather Service
46 Commerce Way
Norton MA 02766

w0 1% 2 3
g J i l '
The one thing that is most important is to stay
safe. If there is lightning close by and you have an
outside antenna, shut down your station and
disconnect your antenna feed. I am fortunate to have
antennas in my attic due to rental restrictions and can
stay on the air through just about anything. Also, you
and your family come first no matter which group you
are a member of. There was a high number of
tornadoes in 2023. We occasionally have them here. If
there is severe weather with high wind damage or
tornadic activity, your number one job is to make sure
you and your family are safe. After that, the safe
collection and forwarding of information is a big help.

Skywarn: What, When, and How to

Report

After you take and pass your Skywarn class,
how do you report severe weather? Note that you
don’t need to be a Skywarn member to submit reports
on a Skywarn net, but you do need to be aware of
what the criteria are so the net isn’t overloaded with
non-reportable traffic. Please pay attention to what the
net control is requesting for information. For a list of

“reportable criteria” go to
https://wx1box.org/skywarn-reporting-criteria/

The first thing you need to remember from the
class are the two words, Reportable Criteria. Most
of the time on Skywarn nets we are looking for
Reportable Criteria. If you don’t remember what is
considered reportable criteria, you can check the back
of your Skywarn L.D. card as shown here. If you don’t
have an .D. card, go to the link above.

Sometimes we look for specific information on
the net. Listen to what the net control station is
requesting and respond accordingly.

If you need to make a report and there is no
one running a net, you can call the number listed on
your card to report in with your call sign, name,
spotter I.D., shown on the back of the card, include

your location and your report.

Please Report these conditions:
* Tornadoes / Funnel Clouds (be wary of look-alikes)
= Wall Clouds, especially if they are rotating
* 1/8+" Hail (BE SPECIFIC on size/diameter) (Severe =1+")
* Winds 40 mph or greater (Severe = 58+ mph)
* Damaging winds; Trees/Power Lines down | Damage to Buildings
* Rainfall ... 1" per hour; 2+" storm total
* ANY Flooding (Streams/Rivers, Coastal), 6+ deep on streets
® Winter Weather Extras
# First 2" of snow; Every 2"; 1+"hour; ALL Final Snow Totals
® 1/3 +" of radial ice accretion
® Precipitation type change (rain to ice to snow)
& Any “Thunder-Snow” # Any Snow Squalls

Sometimes we get reports that it is raining
hard and there is a lot of thunder and lightning. This is
not reportable criteria and can tie up a repeater or
phone number, preventing someone from reporting
critical, time-sensitive information such as tornadoes
or other severe weather.

Typically, if there is severe weather pending in
the forecast, I am monitoring a special Skywarn chat
group well before the weather arrives. The members
of the group have decades of experience dealing with
severe weather and access to resources that they start
checking days in advance. I monitor the conversations
in the group, and sometimes will contact my Skywarn
net control stations to see who may be available for
nets. By doing this before the group is ready to
request coverage on the repeaters, I can respond
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immediately to their request. There have been quite a
few storms lately that could either develop or fade out,
and sometimes we don’t know until just before they
get here. The group I listen to has direct contact with
the Boston NWS and considers the advisories,
watches, and warnings from NWS before requesting
Skywarn to activate and get on the air. Well, most of
the time. As we all know, weather forecasting is not an
exact science so sometimes, we activate before a
watch or warning is issued. If we get enough reports
from the field, we can provide the final information
the NWS needed to put out a watch or warning.

As mentioned in the beginning of this article,
Skywarn is one of the few emergency groups that it’s
okay to self-activate. There have been many times I
have been at home, enjoying dinner with my wife,
while monitoring the chat group and I just know they
are going to text me. My phone beeps and I receive
Smitty, can you get on the 94 and call out for
reports? At that point, I can be on the air in about a
minute and start requesting criteria reports on
146.940. If you are always ready, you don’t need to
get ready.

You don’t have to be an official Skywarn
Spotter to call into the nets, but you should be aware
of what we are looking for when we request
Reportable Criteria. As soon as the net is over, the
other net controls and I type up a report and send it to
the chat group so they can relay a summary to the
Boston NWS office. The biggest thing is, to listen to
what the Net Control Station is asking for and in what
order; we are filling out a log sheet and trying not to
sort through a lot of extra information. If there is a
severe thunderstorm and we are asking for hail
reports, we don’t need to know the temperature,
dewpoint, barometric pressure, and humidity. That
information just ties up the net and delays us getting
the report typed and sent in. However, if we ask for
hail reports and you have winds 40 mph or greater
with trees down, a suspected wall cloud, or a tornado,

that would be good to include in your report as it
meets reportable criteria.

If you would like more information, go to the
website: https://wx1box.org/ and see when there are
classes, and find links to other information such as
more detail on reportable criteria,
https://wx1box.org/skywarn-reporting-criteria/, and
the official Boston Skywarn page:
https://www.weather.gov/box/skywarn

Thanks to all who signed up for Skywarn and
to everyone who calls in reports to our nets.

And thank you to all the amateur radio
operators who have signed up for EmComm
memberships. It doesn’t matter if you are CERT,
MRC, Skywarn, ARES, RACES, NTS or whatever,
thank you.

73,

Smitty, KC1IKA
Skywarn net coordinator for the 146.940 (443.200)
repeaters
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Need Help with RF Interference Issues?

If you have been experiencing RF interference, there is an ARRL

Western Massachusetts section resource available that's ready to assist

you. Each section has established an RF interference investigative team
that can help identify and possibly remedy your problem.

To initiate your request for help, you can simply send an email to Bob,
K1YO, at klyo@arrl.net with your contact information, a description of
the problem, and anything you may have already tried to fix it.

A member of the WMA RFI team will contact you with directions on how

to initiate the formal request for assistance. This then may require several

steps or tasks on your part, which provide us with essential information to
guide further investigations.

Additionally, helpful information can be found in our RFI Troubleshooting
guide online at:

https://nediv.arrl.org/rfi-troubleshooting-guide/

We are ready to help, just give us a call!
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HCRA Club Swag and Accessories

HCRA members can purchase some stylish club swag and accessories, complete with your callsign alongside
the name and logo of their favorite ham radio club!

* Fleece vest

* Hoody sweatshirt

*  Wind breaker

* Polo shirt

* Button down shirt

* Name badge $13

* Ceramic mug

* Baseball style hat and knit hat available from the club

treasurer (in stock)

For polo shirts, button-down, and vest—do you want the mini logo with your callsign too (on the back or sleeve
where applicable)? If interested in any items, please send Larry, W1AST, your order at wlast@arrl.net. He will
need the following information:

*  Your callsign

* Your name

» (City and state (for badge only)

* Do you want the ARRL logo? (for badge only)

Larry will inform you of the cost; you will need to either pay via PayPal or mail a check to the club P.O. Box
made out to HCRA for the amount specified for items other than badges.

Hampden County Radio Association
P.O. Box 562
Agawam, MA 01001

See the next page for more HCRA Club Wear photos
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HCRA Club Swag (cont'd)

Prices on these items change frequently, so please email Larry to get the current
price before ordering.

I 4
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For Sale

40" Tower and Beam Antenna

A friend of mine is planning to move and would like to sell his tower. It's a 40ft, that telescopes to 20ft, and can
tilt over. The tower is currently down at his Westfield, MA, residence. There is also an H-Gain 20-15-10 meter
beam antenna that will go with it. If there is any interest, please contact me at gregoryv.barber@gmail.com.
Greg Barber, W1GBV

Your Ad Here

Any HCRA member can list ham radio-related items for sale in our newsletter, at no charge. Please send your
ad to alan.dove@gmail.com.

lcom IC-7200 with LDG Tuner and Mobile Mount

I'm selling this complete setup as a
package: an Icom IC-7200 HF/50 MHz
100W rig, mobile mount bracket, the
LDG IT-100 dedicated antenna tuner for
this rig, original Icom hand mic, and
manuals. The radio is currently mounted
to a plywood base for easy transportation,
with the tuner attached to the top with 3M
Dual Lock pads. You can easily separate
the components if you'd prefer to put
them on a desk.

This is a great radio for a newly upgraded
ham looking to get onto HF, or a backup
rig for an experienced ham. It has a direct
USB connection for digital modes, so no messing around with separate soundcard interfaces. It's also very
simple to use, with dedicated buttons for common functions and blessedly few menus.

Current eBay values for the radio, tuner, and mobile bracket total about $850. I'm asking $650 for the whole set.
Email: alan.dove@gmail.com.
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Swctty ¢ Switetes,
Splittens. and Stuff

At Nutmeg FHamtest

Come see me in Meriden, Ct at the Nutmeg Hamfest
at an indoor table from 8:00 to 1:00
on Sunday, October 12th,
where | will be showcasing one or two new designs

Scan for my website

lgre

For a preview, check out my website:
www.smittys-switches-splitters-and-stuff.square.site
Online ordering is now active.

73, KC1IKA, Smitty
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HCRA Miscellany

Join Brown Baggers for Lunch

For the benefit of every HCRA member, Brown Baggers is a friendly lunch get-together that happens on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesdays of each month. It’s held at the Munich Haus Restaurant in Chicopee Center at 12pm
(noon), located on 13 Center St. Chicopee, MA, across from City Hall, or click the link above for directions.
Lunch, conversation, and camaraderie with your fellow hams!

The HCRA Monday Night 10 Meter Net

Our weekly Monday night net will resume in September. Tune in at 19:00 local time on 28.375 MHz, where we
discuss a new topic each week. 28.375 is in the Technician SSB allocation of 10 meters, so all licensed hams
can join the conversation.

Membership Memorial Page

All members have the opportunity to honor club members SK's on the new memorial page on hcra.org. This can
be done easily by sending the SK member's name and callsign along with any text, stories, and photos. Send
them to our webmaster, Alan, AB1XW at webmaster@hcra.org.
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Local Nets

Whether you're looking for a casual conversation, a place to practice sending and receiving NTS-
formatted radiograms, or some good emergency communication training, there's probably a net on the
air to meet your needs. Try some of these.

Day and Time
(local)

Frequency

Net

Sundays 8:45

146.94 (-) 127.3

Western MA VHF Emergency Net

Sundays 9:15

443.200 (+) 127.3

Western MA UHF Emergency Net

1st Monday 18:45 146.490 (simplex) and 3.930 | MEMA RACES Drill
MHz LSB

Mondays 19:00 146.910 (-) 162.2 RACES Drill

Mondays 19:00 28.375 MHz USB HCRA 10m Net

Tuesdays 18:00

3.5825 MHz USB (digital)

NTS: MA-RI Digital Net

Tuesdays 19:30

146.94 (-) 127.3

Hampshire County Emergency Net

Tuesdays 20:00

146.985 (-) 136.5

ARES Emergency Net

Wednesdays 9:00

28.354 MHz USB

FCARC Wednesday Morning Net

Wednesdays 19:30

146.94 (-) 127.3

MTARA Info Net

Wednesdays 20:00

146.94 (-) 127.3

MTARA Swap Net (immediately after Info Net)

Wednesdays 20:30

146.94 (-) 127.3 and 146.550
(simplex)

N1RLX Simplex Net (immediately after MTARA
Swap Net)

Thursdays 20:00

146.985 (-) 136.5

FCARC Information Net

Daily 17:00 3.978 MHz LSB NTS: MA-RI Phone Net
Daily 19:00 3.565 MHz CW NTS: MA-RI CW Net
Daily 21:45 146.910 (-) 162.2 NTS: Heavy Hitters Traffic Net (statewide)

Zero Beat, September 2025
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Local Ham Radio Meetings

1st Friday of each month, September through June: Hampden County Radio Association general meeting.
Doors open at 19:00 local time, followed by the meeting at 19:30. For details, visit hcra.org.

2nd Monday of each month: Franklin County Amateur Radio Club (FCARC) meetings at the Turners Falls
Airport, 1 Aviation Way, Turners Falls, MA. Social hour starts at 18:00 local time, and the meeting starts at

19:00. fcarc.org.

2nd Saturday of each month (before the FCARC meeting): FCARC breakfast at Denny's Pantry, 496
Bernardston Rd., Greenfield, MA. 8:00 local time. Contact Brad Councilman for details (bc@councilman.com).

3rd Friday of each month: Mount Tom Amateur Repeater Association (MTARA) meeting, Castle of Knights,
1599 Memorial Drive, Chicopee, MA. 19:00 local time. mtara.org.

4th Friday of each month: The Western Mass VE Team (WMVET) holds Volunteer Examiner sessions at the
Holyoke Medical Center Auxiliary Conference Center, at 18:00 local time. Email Jim, KK1W, at
kklw.jim@gmail.com for information, or call or text 413.237.4666. For directions, see www.hcra.org/meeting-

location.
Hampden County Radio Association Contacts

President Ez Moralez, W1AEZ president@hcra.org
Vice President Josué Lugo Delgado, KP4JLD tipoacrata@gmail.com
Treasurer Frandy Johnson, N1FJ treasurer@hcra.org
Secretary Paul Kelliher, NF1G paulkelliher@comcast.net
Program Director Gary Thomas, AA1UE programs(@hcra.org
Newsletter Editor Alan Dove, AB1XW webmaster@hcra.org
Technical Director Bob Meneguzzo, K1YO klvo@comcast.net
Membership Director Al Giguere Jr., KB1VNH membership@hcra.org
At Large Director Ken Dion, KD1KU kdlku@yahoo.com
Webmaster Alan Dove, AB1XW webmaster@hcra.org

Zero Beat, September 2025 Page 18


mailto:webmaster@hcra.org
mailto:kd1ku@yahoo.com
mailto:membership@hcra.org
mailto:k1yo@comcast.net
mailto:webmaster@hcra.org
mailto:programs@hcra.org
mailto:paulkelliher@comcast.net
mailto:treasurer@hcra.org
mailto:tipoacrata@gmail.com
mailto:president@hcra.org
https://www.hcra.org/meeting-location
https://www.hcra.org/meeting-location
mailto:kk1w.jim@gmail.com
https://mtara.org/
mailto:bc@councilman.com
https://fcarc.org/
https://hcra.org/

ssociation

HAMPDEN COUNTY RADIO ASSOCIATION

Application for New or Renewal Membership

P.O. Box 562

Agawam, MA 01001

DATE: __ [ |

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE:
PHONE: Home ( ) - Cell { )

CALLSIGN:

LICENSE CLASS:
ZIP:

Class of application:

O Regular

If renewal use data already on file 7: [ Yes [ No

O Family

Work | ) - - ext ARRL Member: O Yes [ No
E-mail: @ O I don't want to be a member of the HCRA mailing list
Type of application: [ New O Renewal (see below) Donations are tax

deductible!
Thanks!

Please list additional family members (family members at same household are freel)

Name

Call ARRL Member

e-mail

OYes O Mo

OYes O No

O Yes O No

My interests: (please check all that apply, even if renewing)

1 Alternative Power 0 Digital Modes 0 QRP
0 Antennas 0 DXing 0 Satellite
1 Board of Directors 00 Emergency Communication 0 Teaching Ham Classes
1 Club Events 1 Field Day 1 Training (Elmering)
1 Contesting 0 Fox Hunting 0 VHF/UHF
0 CW 00 Kit Building 0 ?
Thoughts for improving ‘our’ club:
Received by: Date: /[ ___ Annual Dues: $15.00
Donation: $ __ .00
Entered in database by Date: [/ |
Total: $ .00
Payment received by Date: [/ |
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ARRL CLUB COMMISSION PROGRAM
Join or Renew your ARRL Membership through the HCRA!

The HCRA now earns a $20 commission for each NEW ARRL member we recruit and $5 for each re-
newing member. Download the form, fill it out completely including payment, and mail it to Hampden
County Radio Association, P.O. Box 562, Agawam, MA. 01001

Be sure to send it to the HCRA P.O. Box above and NOT directly to the ARRL

hitps:/ fwwwe.arrl org/files/file/M embership/Club%20Cemmission/ARALY% 20Membershipi2 04 pplicaticn% 20CLUEB
%20revie20Jan%202024 . pdf

ﬁ.&.ﬁ.&!‘?_ Membership Application

O Narar O Renawr O Prowiows Moember O Undicensad

Mamse _Call Sign
Address

City State IiF
Ernail Price

Dates of Birth

My Family Member is Joining or Renewing: (512 per member)

MName Call Sign
Mame Call Sign
O Please nobe my new address O 1 do not want my name and address made avadable for non-ARRL relabed mailings
' N

Member Benefits

Your memibership supports benefils, services,

Your Annual Membership Dues*

Circle Your C lem effectve i rll

and programs that keep you active and on
Standand membership $59 : $174 the ailr,
Family Bamemembenig orp date ored addron) 2 | s Membership Inchsdes:
Shudonl s b undor sge 3l £30 ] + Access to four digital magazines and
T T ——————— R R archives (05T, On the Air, OEX, & NCH

ol iie.s =" . Unlimited coursés through the ARRL
Leaming Center {learn.arrl orgh

Add-on ARRL Subscriptions « Logbook of The Workd®, contests, and

Q5T, ARRLs membership journal for active radio amatews award progrims

O 1 Year §25° O 3 Years $75° and morel

On the Alr, For begnror-to-ntermadiate- level radic amateurs A, o sudbasaglean for QST and'er O phe Ar rosueret

- - pa— - an ARE] mesmingevhan Dhes ard nubecnpbon rates ans

D1 Year 525 0 3 Years §75 napedt b changa wihee rotice and arg nonachundable

L A

Payment Information
£ Total Charge ta: CVsa O MasterCand DémEx CDscower O Check Enclosed
Card Number _ _ Expiration Date _ 2

Card Holder's Signaiune

Tall Free (US) 1-888-277-5289 or 860-594-0200 - ARRL, 225 Main 51, Newington, CT 06111400
membershipsamborg « wanwLanlorgjoin
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