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Welcome New Members

Al Giguere, Jr., KB1VNH
Keith David, KC1WKB
Diana David, W1CBL
Scott Brough, N1JOH
Nicholas DeVries, KC1YCU
Peter Sullivan, KC1YCW
Nathan Chung, KC1YCX

Have you renewed your 
membership yet? Memberships 
expire on August 31 of each year.
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From the Editor:
elcome to Autumn! Besides the season, the newsletter 
layout has also changed. Ken, KD1KU, our longtime 

editor, has stepped into the At Large position on the club's Board of 
Directors, and I've taken over his old job. I'm still figuring out how to 
do this, so please bear with me.

W

Club activities are starting up again, beginning with our 
upcoming general meeting on September 5th. 

In this issue of Zero Beat, you'll find a writeup and pictures of 
our Field Day in June, which yielded what may be our best score in 
years. Our usual columns also appear, starting with comments from our 
new President, Ez, W1AEZ. Of course we've also rounded up all the 
useful information about local nets, upcoming meetings and activities, 
and other goings-on for everyone who loves playing with radios here in 
the Pioneer Valley.

What have you been up to over the past few months? Built any 
cool kits, activated any fun parks, or worked any exotic DX? Zero Beat 
welcomes articles from members anytime; if it involves ham radio, 
please send it along. Don't worry if you're not a professional writer, I'm 
happy to clean things up for press.

73 de Alan, AB1XW

September 5 Meeting

oin us on September 5th, 2025 at the Holyoke Conference Center's 
Auxiliary Conference Center for our monthly general meeting. 

Doors open at 19:00 for coffee, snacks, and socializing, and the 
meeting starts at 19:30. This month, we'll be hearing from Shawn 

Warren, KC1NQE, an avid Parks on the Air activator from 
Connecticut. Learn all about gear, techniques, and adventures from a 

ham who's activated every park in that state.

J



From the President’s Desk

Feeling Welcome
 hope everyone was able to enjoy the 
summer with a lot of family time and some 

ham radio activities. As the last days of summer 
sunlight pour through the windows, I find myself 
reflecting upon the new journey we will be sharing 
and the ambitions that still lie ahead.

I

I am feeling grateful and humble to be elected 
as the Hampden County Radio Association (HCRA) 
President. To prepare for this role, I have made 
significant progress since obtaining my first 
technician license, KC1BTX, in 2013. I frequently act 
as net control for the Western Mass Emergency 
Network (ARES, Skywarn) and handle RACES 
operations in Holyoke. For the last five years, I've 
volunteered as an amateur radio operator at the Boston 
Marathon with the Boston Radio Club. While I still 
enjoy HF phone and POTA, my interest is growing in 
Meshtastic, ARDEN, APRS, Fox Hunting, and 
satellite communications.

One significant lesson I have learned is the 
value of club membership - in my case, participating 
in multiple clubs. My appreciation of being an active 
member of several radio clubs has broadened my 
understanding, and provides insight into the 
challenges faced by many amateur radio 
organizations. Each organization possesses its own 
distinctive character, but encounters various 
challenges, such as attracting and retaining members - 
particularly younger individuals - and adapting to 
advances in technology.

Many organizations experience limited on-the-
air activity, an aging membership base, and a 
perception that the hobby is costly or outdated. 
Additional difficulties may include leadership 
inefficiencies, low engagement levels, and resistance 
to embracing new technologies or evolving member 
interests. Furthermore, “Sad Ham” issues such as 
hijacking of intellectual property, unconstructive 
communication and rumors may occasionally impact 
club dynamics and discourage prospective members 
from joining.

But rest assured that my years of being an 
amateur radio operator and my military service have 
prepared me to assess the club’s strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and risks to set the yearly 
goals. As part of the Aeromedical Evacuation System 
with the U.S. Air Force Reserves, I was involved as a 
flight medic, then a flight nurse, eventually a medical 
planner, and retiring as a nurse administrator. While 
the primary duties were flying in airplanes full of 
patients, we were also trained for bare base operations 
to support patient staging areas in which radio 
operators managed the HF radio communications to 
regulate the patient movements. Basically, we were a 
system of having patient staging areas, with airplane 
ambulances and our own 911 radio system to bring 
back the sick and injured to the proper level of care. 
Our mottos were, “Without Comm, You’re just 
Camping” and “TAC Evac brings them back”, but our 
favorite was “Our commitment to the Wounded 
Warrior”. 
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Those early days in the Air Force taught me 
that communication is more than a technical skill—it's 
the lifeblood of any community, whether in the 
cockpit or at a club meeting. The lessons learned from 
coordinating evacuations and facilitating teamwork 
under pressure have shaped how I approach 
leadership: with a belief that every voice matters and 
that resilience is built through shared purpose. This 
commitment to service and connection is what I hope 
to bring to my role with the Hampden County Radio 
Association. Guided by experience and inspired by the 
dedication of our members, I am eager to encourage 
participation and foster a sense of belonging. Our club 
thrives not only on technical achievements but on the 
friendships and mutual support that grow from 
working together, learning together, and celebrating 
our wins—big or small.

As I step into this role, I am reminded that 
leadership is both a privilege and a responsibility—
one that calls for integrity, transparency, and a genuine 
commitment to service. My vision for our club is 
simple: to foster a culture where everyone feels 
welcomed, respected, and inspired to contribute their 
talents and ideas. It is only through this sense of 
belonging that our association will continue to thrive.

Over the coming year, I plan to listen closely 
to your voices, to learn from your experiences, and to 
honor the traditions that have made the Hampden 
County Radio Association a cornerstone of our 
community. I am eager to work alongside each of you, 
to encourage open dialogue, and to ensure our club 
remains a safe harbor for amateur radio enthusiasts of 
all backgrounds and skill levels. My hope is that 
together we will build on what has already been 
accomplished—strengthening our bonds, reaching out 
to new members, and embracing the challenges that 
lie ahead. The foundation we lay now will support 
generations of operators to come, nurturing not just 
technical expertise, but also camaraderie, empathy, 
and shared purpose.

As we embark on this chapter, let us be 
mindful that leadership is not a solitary endeavor, but 

a shared responsibility. The strength of our association 
comes from the willingness of each person to lend a 
hand, share knowledge, and listen with empathy. By 
working hand-in-hand, we ensure that the HCRA 
remains not only a space for technical growth, but also 
for personal connection and support. Our club stands 
at a threshold—a place where history and possibility 
intermingle, like when HCRA presented a plaque to 
the Middlefield Fair in 1966. Which reminded us that 
what draws us together is not simply a shared hobby, 
but the friendships forged and the mutual respect we 
cultivate. 

It is in this spirit of togetherness that I look to 
the future, confident in our ability to build an 
environment where curiosity is met with 
encouragement, and where every member—regardless 
of experience—has a place at the table. There is a 
certain warmth that comes from belonging, a feeling 
that transcends the simple exchange of greetings and 
reaches deep into the heart of our shared community. 
It is in these moments—at club meetings, over the 
airwaves, and during spirited gatherings—that the 
sense of welcome becomes more than a phrase; it 
becomes a promise. Each handshake, each story, each 
new member reminds me that the true strength of our 
club lies not merely in numbers or technical prowess, 
but in the bonds, we forge and the spirit we nurture.

Our focus must remain on nurturing this 
welcoming atmosphere, ensuring that every member, 
new and old, feels seen, heard, and valued. Let us 
remember that each event, from a simple coffee 
gathering to a major contest, is another opportunity to 
strengthen the ties that bind us. As we honor the 
traditions that have shaped amateur radio world, we 
must also remain open to fresh ideas and evolving 
interests, for it is this balance between legacy and 
innovation that will guide us forward. May our shared 
enthusiasm ripple through every meeting and every 
on-air exchange, reminding us that, above all, it is our 
camaraderie and passion that makes amateur radio 
operators truly special.
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Thank you for your trust, your dedication, and 
your spirit of collaboration. Here’s to a vibrant year 
ahead filled with discovery, laughter, and the enduring 
joy of our radio community, .

73,

Ez Moralez -W1AEZ

Dues are Due

We can't do what we do without your 
dues.

he annual Hampden County Radio Association 
membership expires each year on August 31st, 

for everyone who pays their dues yearly. Unless 
you've already paid for multiple years in advance, 
please renew your membership in September. This 
will keep your membership current so you can take 
part in all club activities. 

T

Annual dues are $15. That’s a lot of ham radio fun for 
very little money!

The easiest way to renew is to fill out the online form 
and pay via PayPal using the handy link directly 
below:

https://hcra.org/online-new-membership-
application-and-renewal/

If you prefer to pay by mail, you'll find a printable 
membership form at that site as well as in the back of 
this newsletter. Just print it, fill it out, and send it with 
a check to:

Hampden County Radio Association
P.O. Box 562
Agawam, MA 01001

If you've already renewed your membership, or if you 
joined in June or later of this year, then you're already 
set. Thanks! Otherwise, please put our dues on your 
"to do" list.
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Meeting Calendar
he HCRA meets on the first Friday evening of each month, from September through June. Our general 
meetings are at the Holyoke Medical Center's Auxiliary Conference Center. You can find directions on our 

web site at https://hcra.org/meeting-location/. The doors open at 19:00 Eastern time for coffee, snacks, and 
socializing, and the meeting proper begins at 19:30. After some brief announcements and business, each 
meeting features either a guest speaker talking about an exciting ham radio topic, or a special activity. Come 
join us - our meetings are fun!

T

September 7, 2025

Shawn Warren, KC1NQE, will speak all about the 
Connecticut POTA group. This group holds numerous 
picnics, activations, and other activities around the 
area.

October 3, 2025 TBA

November 7, 2025

HCRA's annual auction is back at the November 
meeting! This is an auction for all kinds of ham radio 
gear and related accessories. Clear out your old gear 
and pick up something new. Our auction is known 
throughout the region for great deals!

December ?, 2025
The HCRA often holds a holiday party in lieu of the 
December meeting. Watch for details as we discuss 
this possibility again this year.

January 2, 2026 TBA

February 6, 2026 TBA

March 6, 2026 TBA

April 3, 2026

At our annual Show and Tell meeting, members bring 
whatever radio projects they've been working on in the 
past year, and show them off to the club. Come tell us 
what you've been doing, and get ideas from others' 
cool projects.

May 1, 2026 TBA

June 5, 2026
Our June meeting is when we hold our annual election 
for club officers, and also discuss and finalize our 
Field Day plans.
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5A Solar! Field Day 2025
Alan Dove, AB1XW

n keeping with longstanding tradition, HCRA 
members gathered outdoors on the last weekend in 

June, set up temporary radio stations, and participated 
in the biggest ham radio operating event of the year. 
Field Day 2025 was a huge success, with dozens of 
participants, hot but tolerable weather, and lots of fun, 
food, camaraderie, and QSOs.

I

The setup team arrived at School Street Park in 
Agawam on Friday afternoon, and quickly set up 
camp in a grove of small trees beside the bandshell. 
Gary, AA1UE, and others retrieved gear from the 
club's trailer and brought it to the site, and the rest of 
us put up tents and started figuring out power supplies 
for the stations.

I brought a small Honda generator, as well as a 
few new pieces of gear I was anxious to put to the 
test: a portable solar panel, solar-charged power 
station, and spare LiFePO4 battery. While I was 
tinkering with the solar setup, new member Scott, 
N1JOH, mentioned that he also had some solar power 
equipment.

In fact, what Scott has is a complete portable 
solar farm that could probably power a small city. 
That's only a slight exaggeration. We kept my setup 

running the club's Icom IC-761 in one tent, and that 
became one solar-powered SSB station. Scott installed 
his arrays on the other side of the site, and also 
proceeded to build a complete ham shack in a screen 
enclosure, for our second solar-powered SSB station.

Based on the amount of power Scott was now 
generating, we ran extension cords from his system to 
the third operating tent, where Marc, K8LSB, had set 
up his Elecraft K3 as our main CW station. 

With three transmitters, we'd be in the 3A 
category - all running 100 watts on solar power for as 
long as the sun shone. After sunset, we planned to run 
on the solar-charged batteries for as long as they 
lasted, and then we had my generator.

At least, that was the initial idea. We weren't 
done setting up, though. Paul, NF1G, managed to 
install a separate battery-powered POTA-style setup in 
the bandshell. Operating his Icom 705, he would put 
W1NY on the air with QRP CW. We were ready to go 
as 4A.

But wait, here was Bob, WA1OJN, joining 
Paul in the bandshell with one of those tiny 3D-
printed QRP digital/CW rigs, ready to put a few more 
battery-powered watts of signals on the air. We ran 
around the site correcting the reminder cards and 
informing everyone that we were now 5A. At 100 
bonus points per transmitter, that would add up, and 
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the extra QSOs from all those simultaneously-
operating stations would also help our score.

Throughout the setup, and for the rest of the 
event, our ever-present President Ez, W1AEZ, was 
fixing problems, sorting out details, and generally 
keeping everything running smoothly. Vice President 
Josue, KP4JLD, was backing him up the whole way.

The antennas were all simple but effective. 
Technical Director Bob, K1YO, brought his 
pneumatic antenna launcher, and a crew of us installed 
wires in the trees around the tents. Scott had his own 

vertical antenna strapped to a light pole, and Bob and 
Paul used verticals attached to the bandshell railings.

Of course it wouldn't be Field Day without 
technical challenges. This year, they ranged from 
some pernicious networking issues in the logging 
software, which John, N1CB puzzled over for quite 
awhile, and broadband RF noise we couldn't trace. 
Nonetheless, as everyone settled into the operation on 
Saturday afternoon, the QSOs started rolling in.

With the weather a lot less oppressive than last 
year, the general public was also out in force. Nadine, 
KB1VSX, made some repairs to our much-used public 
display booth, and several individuals and families 
dropped by to ask what was going on. Club members 
who weren't operating were showing off the hobby 
and talking about their own projects. Meanwhile, the 
grill team - mainly Josue, Ez, and professional chef 
Dave, KC1HUF - kept the whole crew well fed all 
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Operating, sleeping, and dining tents 
clustered beneath the trees.

Bob, WA1OJN, and Paul, NF1G, operating QRP in 
the bandshell.

Josue, KP4JLD, and Ez, W1AEZ, in a rare moment 
of standing still.



weekend. Yes, that's right, the HCRA has a 
professional chef now; we're a class act.

The operation continued overnight, as Marc 
traded with Larry, W1AST, at the CW station, Scott 
kept chugging along in one SSB tent, and another 
Larry, KD1RV, ran the other SSB tent. I left in the 
afternoon, placing my generator under a table for rain 
protection and figuring the team would probably 
switch over to it sometime in the dark hours, once the 
solar-charged batteries ran down.

When I arrived Sunday morning, though, the 
generator hadn't been touched. Scott's batteries still 
had hours of charge left, and with the sun up they 
were already charging faster than the stations were 
discharging them. My little solar setup, meanwhile, 
had just barely made it through the night, but still had 
enough charge to finish the Sunday operation.

We ended up powering an entire 100-watt 
multi-transmitter Field Day site for 24 hours from 
solar panels. Besides the obvious environmental and 
safety benefits - no fossil fuel burning and no risk of 
carbon monoxide poisoning - using solar had also kept 
our RFI problems to a minimum. Not to mention the 
bonus points for "alternative power."

Speaking of bonus points, we racked up an 
impressive total in the "contest" portion of Field Day. 

The team raked in 501 CW QSOs, 1,002 SSB QSOs, 
and several categories of bonuses for a claimed score 
of 3,446 points.

As we broke down the equipment and packed 
everything away, people were exhausted. Nonetheless, 
discussions were already turning toward next year, 
and ways to improve our setup.

Mark your calendar for June 26-28, 2026, and 
let's do it again!
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Larry, KD1RV, and John, KC1HUF, operating in the  
first SSB tent.

The other half of the site, with our banner and 
display board in front of the second SSB tent.



Need Help with RF Interference Issues?

f you have been experiencing RF interference, there is an ARRL 
Western Massachusetts section resource available that's ready to assist 

you. Each section has established an RF interference investigative team 
that can help identify and possibly remedy your problem.

I

To initiate your request for help, you can simply send an email to Bob, 
K1YO, at k1yo@arrl.net with your contact information, a description of 

the problem, and anything you may have already tried to fix it.

A member of the WMA RFI team will contact you with directions on how 
to initiate the formal request for assistance. This then may require several 
steps or tasks on your part, which provide us with essential information to 

guide further investigations.

Additionally, helpful information can be found in our RFI Troubleshooting 
guide online at:

https://nediv.arrl.org/rfi-troubleshooting-guide/

We are ready to help, just give us a call!
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HCRA Club Swag and Accessories
HCRA members can purchase some stylish club swag and accessories, complete with your callsign alongside 
the name and logo of their favorite ham radio club!

• Fleece vest
• Hoody sweatshirt
• Wind breaker
• Polo shirt
• Button down shirt
• Name badge $13
• Ceramic mug
• Baseball style hat and knit hat available from the club 

treasurer (in stock)

For polo shirts, button-down, and vest—do you want the mini logo with your callsign too (on the back or sleeve 
where applicable)? If interested in any items, please send Larry, W1AST, your order at w1ast@arrl.net. He will 
need the following information:

• Your callsign
• Your name
• City and state (for badge only)
• Do you want the ARRL logo? (for badge only)

Larry will inform you of the cost; you will need to either pay via PayPal or mail a check to the club P.O. Box 
made out to HCRA for the amount specified for items other than badges. 

Hampden County Radio Association
P.O. Box 562
Agawam, MA 01001

See the next page for more HCRA Club Wear photos
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HCRA Club Swag (cont'd)

Prices on these items change frequently, so please email Larry to get the current 
price before ordering.
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For Sale
40' Tower and Beam Antenna

A friend of mine is planning to move and would like to sell his tower. It's a 40ft, that telescopes to 20ft, and can 
tilt over.  The tower is currently down at his Westfield, MA, residence.  There is also an H-Gain 20-15-10 meter 
beam antenna that will go with it. If there is any interest, please contact me at gregoryv.barber@gmail.com. 
Greg Barber, W1GBV

Your Ad Here

Any HCRA member can list ham radio-related items for sale in our newsletter, at no charge. Please send your 
ad to alan.dove@gmail.com.
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HCRA Miscellany

Join Brown Baggers for Lunch
For the benefit of every HCRA member, Brown Baggers is a friendly lunch get-together that happens on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays of each month. It’s held at the Munich Haus Restaurant in Chicopee Center at 12pm 
(noon), located on 13 Center St. Chicopee, MA, across from City Hall, or click the link above for directions. 
Lunch, conversation, and camaraderie with your fellow hams!

The HCRA Monday Night 10 Meter Net
Our weekly Monday night net will resume in September. Tune in at 19:00 local time on 28.375 MHz, where we 
discuss a new topic each week. 28.375 is in the Technician SSB allocation of 10 meters, so all licensed hams 
can join the conversation.

Membership Memorial Page
All members have the opportunity to honor club members SK's on the new memorial page on hcra.org. This can 
be done easily by sending the SK member's name and callsign along with any text, stories, and photos. Send 
them to our webmaster, Alan, AB1XW at webmaster@hcra.org.

Check out HCRA on Social Media
Groups.io: groups.io/g/hcra

Youtube: youtube.com/HampdenCountyRA

Facebook: facebook.com/groups/HampdenCountyRA
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Local Nets
hether you're looking for a casual conversation, a place to practice sending and receiving ARRL-
formatted radiograms, or some good emergency communication training, there's probably a net on the 

air to meet your needs. Try some of these.
W

Day and Time 
(local)

Frequency Net

Sundays 8:45 146.94 (-) 127.3 Western MA VHF Emergency Net

Sundays 9:15 443.200 (+) 127.3 Western MA UHF Emergency Net

1st Monday 18:45 146.490 (simplex) and 3.930 
MHz LSB

MEMA RACES Drill

Mondays 19:00 146.910 (-) 162.2 RACES Drill

Mondays 19:00 28.375 MHz USB HCRA 10m Net

Tuesdays 18:00 3.5825 MHz USB (digital) NTS: MA-RI Digital Net

Tuesdays 19:30 146.94 (-) 127.3 Hampshire County Emergency Net

Tuesdays 20:00 146.985 (-) 136.5 ARES Emergency Net

Wednesdays 9:00 28.354 MHz USB FCARC Wednesday Morning Net

Wednesdays 19:30 146.94 (-) 127.3 MTARA Info Net

Wednesdays 20:00 146.94 (-) 127.3 MTARA Swap Net (immediately after Info Net)

Wednesdays 20:30 146.94 (-) 127.3 and 146.550 
(simplex)

N1RLX Simplex Net (immediately after MTARA 
Swap Net)

Thursdays 20:00 146.985 (-) 136.5 FCARC Information Net

Daily 17:00 3.978 MHz LSB NTS: MA-RI Phone Net

Daily 19:00 3.565 MHz CW NTS: MA-RI CW Net

Daily 21:45 146.910 (-) 162.2 NTS: Heavy Hitters Traffic Net (statewide)
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Local Ham Radio Meetings
1st Friday of each month, September through June: Hampden County Radio Association general meeting. 
Doors open at 19:00 local time, followed by the meeting at 19:30. For details, visit hcra.org.

2nd Monday of each month: Franklin County Amateur Radio Club (FCARC) meetings at the Turners Falls 
Airport, 1 Aviation Way, Turners Falls, MA. Social hour starts at 18:00 local time, and the meeting starts at 
19:00. fcarc.org.

2nd Saturday of each month (before the FCARC meeting): FCARC breakfast at Denny's Pantry, 496 
Bernardston Rd., Greenfield, MA. 8:00 local time. Contact Brad Councilman for details (bc@councilman.com).

3rd Friday of each month: Mount Tom Amateur Repeater Association (MTARA) meeting, Castle of Knights, 
1599 Memorial Drive, Chicopee, MA. 19:00 local time. mtara.org.

4th Friday of each month: The Western Mass VE Team (WMVET) holds Volunteer Examiner sessions at the 
Holyoke Medical Center Auxiliary Conference Center. 18:00 local time. Email Jim, KK1W, at 
kk1w.jim@gmail.com for information, or call or text 413.237.4666. For directions, see www.hcra.org/meeting-
location.

Hampden County Radio Association Contacts

President Ez Moralez, W1AEZ president@hcra.org

Vice President Josué Lugo Delgado, KP4JLD tipoacrata@gmail.com

Treasurer Frandy Johnson, N1FJ treasurer@hcra.org

Secretary Paul Kelliher, NF1G paulkelliher@comcast.net

Program Director Gary Thomas, AA1UE programs@hcra.org

Newsletter Editor Alan Dove, AB1XW webmaster@hcra.org

Technical Director Bob Meneguzzo, K1YO k1yo@comcast.net

Membership Director Al Giguere Jr., KB1VNH membership@hcra.org

At Large Director Ken Dion, KD1KU kd1ku@yahoo.com

Webmaster Alan Dove, AB1XW webmaster@hcra.org
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